
Please send your answers to: Crossword Competition 26 June, 
The Tablet, 1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY. 
Email: thetablet@thetablet.co.uk, with Crossword in the subject field. 
Please include your full name, telephone number and email address, 
and a mailing address. Three books – on Augustine, Christianity and 
Thomas Aquinas – from the OUP’s Very Short Introduction series will 
go to the sender of the first correct entry drawn at random. 
n We are processing entries but there may be a delay in notifying 
winners and sending out prizes. Please keep entering.
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HIDDEN IN the glorious Surrey Hills yet 
only a stone’s throw from Guildford, the com-
munity of Benedictine monks at St 
Augustine’s Abbey, Chilworth, is emerging 
blinking but unbowed from the long months 
of lockdown. Like all of us, the monks have 
been brushing up on their digital literacy. 
The community website has had a lick of 
paint. Fr John Seddon OSB has been pro-
viding short daily scripture reflections called 
“Matins’ Musings”. He told us: “My ministry 
as a priest and monk has been greatly 
enriched and extended via the internet as a 
direct result of lockdown restrictions.”  

Lockdown also saw an increase in online 
sales from the monks’ shop. “Chilworth Rosary 
Beads” with “monk-made cords” are popular 
but the top sellers are organic beeswax skin 
creams, lip balms and furniture polish, all 
made in the monastery. Profits on trading 
support the maintenance costs of the listed 
abbey church and monastery, which were 
originally built to serve as a novitiate for the 
Franciscans in Britain. When the friars moved 
out ten years ago, the monks moved in – leav-
ing the monastery in Ramsgate where the 
community had lived since 1856.  

A guest house is attached to the monastery 
at Chilworth – “very basic but welcoming” – 
where individuals (one at a time) wanting to 
sample monastic life at arm’s length can stay 
on a self-catering basis. The monks don’t run 
a parish but in normal times welcome mem-
bers of the public to pray with them at Mass 
and Divine Office every day of the year; the 
church is currently open to the public for  
10 a.m. Mass on Sundays. 

 
MGR VLADIMIR Felzmann, universally 
known as Fr Vlad, is running over a thousand 

miles – the equivalent of the journey from 
St Mary’s University in Strawberry Hill to 
Cadiz or Sarajevo – in order to raise 
£500,000 to buy a new organ for the uni-
versity chapel.  

He has set himself the challenge of com-
pleting 52 laps of the Sir Mo Farah Athletics 
Track at St Mary’s 83 times over – he is cel-
ebrating 52 years as a priest and his 83rd 
birthday. He’s rarely on his own: St Mary’s 
students, staff and alumni join him for laps 
of the track.  

Fr Vlad is already nearly halfway there. He 
sets off every morning after a modest breakfast 
of tea, cereal and toast. “The final half should 
get my waist looking as I was when I was a 
student at Imperial College, when I was a 
keen rower,” he tells us.  

The challenge combines Fr Vlad’s love of 
music and of sport. He directs the Sport, 
Wellbeing, Inclusion, Faith (SWIFT) research 
centre at St Mary’s. The university is keen 
to pursue the links between music and the-
ology and drama.  

“My aim is to give back to our chapel its 
voice so that the beauty of its music may, 
once again, awaken and open hearts to our 
Creator, God. Having trained as a civil engi-
neer before becoming a priest, I believe that 
walk trumps talk.”
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Solution to the 5 June puzzle

Across 
7 Commander at Gezer defeated by Judas 
Maccabaeus (8) 
8 Pagan father of Hezekiah (4) 
9 Second most holy city of Islam (6) 
10 Third son of Benjamin (6) 
11 Valley where Judah’s army defeated the 
Ammonites and others (7) 
13 Levite, the son of Jeduthun (5) 
15 Daughter of Jacob (5) 
17 Father of an anti-Assyrian king 
of Babylon (7) 
19 Along with Ziha, the overseer of the 
temple slaves during the restoration of 
Jerusalem (6) 

21 Korahite warrior fighting for David; and 
priest of the same name who sent away his 
foreign wife (6) 
23 The greatest of the Anakim (4) 
24 Son of Iddo, one of Solomon’s  
12 administrators (8) 
 
Down 
1 Woman from near Corinth; benefactor of 
the Early Church (6) 
2 Son of Leah (4) 
3 Son of Shimhi, brother of Shimrath (7) 
4 Roman province of western Turkey, which 
included Ephesus (4) 
5 One of the three epics of Hindu literature (8) 

6 Decapolis city, locale of the Gerasene 
Demoniac (6) 
12 Priest in Jerusalem under Nehemiah (8) 
14 New Testament country sandwiched by 
Phrygia and Cappadocia (7) 
16 San ------, Archbishop of Seville 
(d. 636) (6) 
18 ------ IV, King of Arab Nabataea, from 
whom Paul escaped in a basket (6) 
20 Canaanite city of the Negev captured by 
the Israelites (4) 
22 King of the Amalekites defeated by Saul, 
executed by Samuel (4) 

For more features, news, analysis and comment, visit www.thetablet.co.uk

Across: 5 Guilt; 6 Elidad; 8 Agee; 9 Aridatha; 10 Pegasus; 12 Thoas; 
14 Moses; 16 Falasha; 19 Diaspora; 20 Aram; 22 Aeneas; 23 Abida.  
Down: 1 Sisera; 2 Attalus; 3 Devil; 4 Ginath; 5 Gog; 7 Ashvath; 
11 Edomite; 13 Baladan; 15 Easter; 17 Arabia; 18 Joash; 21 Asa.  
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