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JAMES P. MACKEY died a year ago on 
January 25, a fitting day for the passing of 
one whose contribution to ecumenism was 
so distinguished. An irony there, of course: 
the appointment of an Irish Catholic theolo-
gian to the Thomas Chalmers Chair in 
Theology at Edinburgh University in 1979 
caused consternation in the Church of 
Scotland. Irony in that, too: his PhD in 
Philosophy at Queen’s in Belfast had been 
supervised by Professor Jimmy Haire, later 
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland. 

Within five years, Mackey was Dean of 
Divinity; his magical ability to grow the faculty 
during the chilly Thatcher years earned him 
the affectionate moniker James Machiavelli. 
Meanwhile he lectured and supervised dis-
sertations and produced a formidable list of 
books and articles. He didn’t suffer fools easily, 
yet he encouraged the weak and talented alike, 
and was kind when kindness was needed. A 
university colleague put his finger on it: 
“Formerly a priest – a calling that perhaps 
never left him - and often at odds with Church 
teaching, Jim remained loyal to the Roman 
Catholic Church.” 

That loyalty was tried in 1969. Whilst guest 
teaching in the US he added his name to a 
letter protesting Humanae Vitae. After news 
of his intention to apply for a chair at 
Maynooth was leaked, it became clear that 
the letter would disqualify him in the eyes of 
the Trustees – 17 Irish bishops. He didn’t pro-
ceed. A Dungarvan, Co. Waterford man, in 
1973 he married a Waterford woman, Noelle 
Quinlan (a niece of Charles Henderson, an 
auxiliary in Southwark) who, with son James 
and daughter Ciara and her family, survives 
him. It was to Clonea, Waterford that they 

retired in 1999, and he delighted in having 
more time with family and among friends 
and indulging his passion for sailing.  

 
IN HER REVIEW last week of Priest, Michael 
Whyte’s tender and quietly moving fly-on-
the-wall portrait of a Bradford parish priest, 
Lucy Lethbridge describes the excruciating 
moment when the mild-mannered Fr Paul 
Grogan is “getting torn off a strip by a parish-
ioner who accuses him of not visiting her 
dying aunt”. 

Fr Grogan tells us that the day before he 
saw Lucy’s review, the mother of the woman 
who had shouted at him in the film died. “I 
had been going round a few times in recent 
days to give her the last sacraments and then 
to say the Rosary, and I had got to know the 
family well. They have long forgiven me for 
my cack-handed behaviour. I’ve learnt that 
the woman who tore into me that day is a sin-
gle mother who brought up two children and 
more or less single-handedly looked after her 
Mum, and who also looked after her brother 
during a prolonged illness and then looked 
after his children when he died. Berating a 
hopeless parish priest on film, in justice to 
her family, was just another task she had to 
fit into her busy schedule – one which, as 
viewers can see, she executed admirably!” 

An uncommon calling
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Solution to the 2 January puzzle

Across 
1 Belgian city giving name to great altarpiece 
in St Bavo’s Cathedral (5)  
4 French mathematician whose educational 
triangle is named after him (6) 
9 Star-linked name for the Devil (7)  
10 Birthplace of Vermeer (5) 
11 ---- Magritte, Belgian surrealist (4) 
12 Follower, one of 72 sent out by Jesus to 
announce his coming (8) 
14 A -------, singing without instrumental 
accompaniment (7)  
19 Projecting stone slab laid over the grave of 
St Peter in Rome (8) 
20 Welsh national saint (4) 
22 False statement defaming a person’s 
character (5) 

23 See 8 Down 
24 The Milky Way, e.g. the medieval “path to 
Walsingham” (6)  
25 Fibrous material used for making rope (5) 
Down 
1 Broad red hat with tassels worn by 
cardinals (6) 
2 Evolutionary epoch in the Tertiary  
Period (6) 
3 William ----, only person to be president 
and (later) chief justice of the USA (4) 
5 Small shrine in classical style built over the 
grave of St Peter (8) 
6 Spiritual leader of Muslims claiming 
descent from Mohammed (6) 
7 Founder of a Protestant religion in  
Europe (6) 

8 (& 23 Across): “------ -- --- ------- in 
the height”, Newman hymn from Dream of 
Gerontius (6,2,3,7)  
13 Apparent change in position of, e.g., a star 
due to movement of observer (8)   
15 German POW camp in Second World  
War (6) 
16 Portuguese dictator (king’s minister) 
in the eighteenth century, opponent of the 
Jesuits (6) 
17 ------ of the Madonna, opera by 
Wolf-Ferrari (6) 
18 Part of flower producing seeds (6) 
21 White vestments worn by priests at 
Mass (4)  

For more features, news, analysis and comment, visit www.thetablet.co.uk

Across: 1 Coates; 5 Eudes; 8 Eclat; 9 Ragtime; 10 Ilex; 11 Original; 
13 Bleak; 14 Onset; 19 Elastics; 21 Gill; 23 Leonine; 24 House; 25 Maris; 
26 Screed. Down: 2 Oil Well; 3 Tuts; 4 Sartre; 5 Engaging; 6 Djinn; 
7 Stella; 8 Eric; 12 Matthias; 15 Epicure; 16 Bedlam; 17 Screws; 18 Klee; 
20 Amour; 22 Char. 
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