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IN SEPTEMBER 2012, Anthony Towey, then 
head of the school of theology, philosophy 
and history at St Mary’s University in 
Strawberry Hill, was halfway through a 
Christology lecture on the Resurrection when 
security men entered and bundled him out 
of the building. He was told by the principal, 
Philip Esler, that he had been suspended, 
“pending investigations into a very serious 
disciplinary matter”. The previous day, Towey 
had emailed staff and students to register his 
opposition to Esler’s plan to merge his school 
into a new school of arts and humanities.  

The students kicked up a mighty fuss and 
the governors stepped in. By Christmas, Towey 
was told he would be reinstated. In the New 
Year, Esler was replaced as principal. At the 
first lecture he gave after his return, Towey, 
carefully glancing towards the door, began: 
“As I was saying before I was so rudely inter-
rupted …”  

Towey died in the early hours of Friday 24 
June; see the Obituary on page 30.  

 
IN 1996, DURING her last year in Africa, the 
legendary Mary Hallaway had an unplanned 
4 am visit. “Two young men with gangas 

[machetes] broke in, looking for a TV and 
video. They were annoyed that I had neither,”  
she later told her nephew, Jonathan Steven. 
Mary asked the bigger of the two: “What 
would your mother say if she could see you?” 
Stunned, he said: “Sorry, madam” and skulked 
off into the night. 

Hester Mary Hallaway – Mary, or Hal to 
her friends – was born in 1932 in Rickerby, 
near Carlisle, daughter of an Australian mother 
and an English coal gas engineer. A brilliant 
student who was to become an outstanding 
mentor and teacher, she attended the Sacred 
Heart convent school in Woldingham. She 

was to stay close to the Sacred Heart sisters 
throughout her life. In 1950, she went up to 
Oxford to study biochemistry. After teaching 
at Oxford and at Liverpool, in 1969 she left 
for Ahmadu Bello University in Zaria, northern 
Nigeria, where she established a vibrant 
department of biochemistry.  

In 1980, she was appointed principal of 
Trinity and All Saints College in Leeds. 
Extraordinarily generous and considerate, 
when she was awarded an OBE, she asked the 
bereaved widow of the head groundsman at 
the college to accompany her to Buckingham 
Palace. She took early retirement in 1989 but 
almost immediately returned to Africa, taking 
leadership posts in universities in Uganda and 
then Malawi. Her work shaped the way bio-
chemistry is studied in Africa today. 

“I first knew Mary in the 1970s, when she 
was a governor of Woldingham and I was a 
very young Head,” Sr Mary Hinde, who later 
became provincial of the RSCJs, told us. “Her 
theology was practical, grounded, incarnated 
and refreshing. When I stayed with her in 
Leeds, in the evenings she would come in, 
pick up Lottie, her Yorkshire terrier, give her 
a cuddle, and then ask: ‘What aspect of the 
Almighty are you revealing to me today?’”  

She died peacefully at the Cumberland 
Infirmary, Carlisle on 4 June, aged 90.

Rudely interrupted
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Solution to the 11 June puzzle

Across 
1 Largest city and capital of Afghanistan (5) 
4 Large hall with open roof from the time of 
the ancient Romans (6) 
9 Bartolomé  -------, painter whose works 
include St Isadore of his native Seville (7) 
10 Son of Abraham divinely saved from being 
sacrificed (5)  
11 Martyr of Diocletian times, patron of the 
blind, recalled in the canon of the Mass (4) 
12 International missionaries founded in north 
London  by Cardinal Vaughan (4,4)  
14 English abbot, patron saint of farming (7)  
19 Caesar in power during the childhood of 
Christ (8)  
20 Alexander ----, Catholic, major satirical 
eighteenth-century English poet (4)

22 Vast forested terrain near to the Arctic Circle 
in numerous countries (5)  
23 Father of the Apostles James and John (7)  
24 Prophet and (critical) adviser to  
King David (6) 
25 The Witch of ----- consulted by King Saul 
leading to his death (5) 
 
 Down 
1 St John, one of the Forty Martyrs, killed in 
his eightieth year (6) 
2 Book of the Old Testament written in 
Babylon by the son of Neriah (6) 
3 Édouard ----, French composer sharing 
birthday with Mozart (4) 
5 Upright three-bar feature of a Doric frieze 
between perhaps decorated tablets (8) 

6 Native name of the country of Rome (6)  
7 Part of the retina responsible for much of 
the eye’s vision (6)   
8 To talk at length to oneself, like Hamlet (11) 
13 Country of Africa less than five per cent 
Catholic (8) 
15 William ------, English composer of 
Belshazzar’s Feast (6)  
16 Someone who discriminates against 
people because of how old they are (6) 
17 Wearing a cowl as a member of a religious 
order (6) 
18 Piece of space debris also called a 
shooting star (6) 
21 ---- Pierre, French priest famous  
for his work for the Resistance in the  
Second World War (4)

Across: 1 Cathy; 4 Vellum; 9 Psalter; 10 Gogol; 11 Leah; 12 Hang Fire;  
14 Martins; 19 Rievaulx; 20 Hood; 22 Guise; 23 Tripoli; 24 Thomas;  
25 Twain. Down: 1 Cupola; 2 Trajan; 3 Yeti; 5 Engaging; 6 Loggia; 7 Malbec; 
8 Breastplate; 13 Pasadena; 15 Wright; 16 Merino; 17 Bogota; 18 Adrian; 21 Diet.
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