
Across
1 Not a heretic infected the world in the
beginning (3,8)
8 David’s boy, sailor, lost line of route in the
snow (7)
9 Short of runs in follow-ons? (3,2)
11 Only half fit heading for Missouri bible
country (4)
12 Month not applicable for return of the
emperor (8)
14 James he followed casting a lecherous
look around the ship (6)
16 Greek character half a dozen in Rome keep
quiet is one of the gods (6)
18 Where Jonah travelled to trash his
organisation (8)
19 Letters he sent are acceptable when taken
in by friend (4)

22 Indian destroyer taken out of British
invasion without quarter (5)
23 Picture getting a Greek letter in return:
they don’t like you, 19, here in Asia (7)
24 Spirit one finds in a Norman religious
order (11)

Down
2 Book a little house overlooking ocean
below (5)
3 Novice is embraced by excluded religious
sect (4)
4 Village close to where Jesus was seen, a
point many many an American visit (6)
5 Diabolical cult amid one of the Jewish
code (8)
6 Looking out for hands here making up
time, perhaps (2,5)

7 Order to take one from a chocolate box by
undoing ties (10)
10 Infidels, they say, perhaps bombed slum
in Mons (3-7)
13 Summon Lizzie to go north of a village
near Jerusalem (8)
15 Mass unemployment after peacekeepers
leave (7)
17 Did blessed Clare Francis live here? (6)
20 Sect member's name to air at the
outset … (5)
21 … he’s reported caught by police close to
Egypt (4)

Please send your answers to: Crossword Competition 16 February,
The Tablet, 1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY.
Please include your full name, telephone number and email address,
and a mailing address. Three books – on Augustine, Christianity and
Thomas Aquinas – from the OUP’s Very Short Introduction series will
go to the sender of the first correct entry drawn at random on Friday
1 March. The answers to this week’s puzzles and the crossword
winner’s name will appear in the 9 March issue.

Solution to the 26 January crossword No. 642
Across: 5 Hallelujah; 7 Jethro; 8 Esther; 9 Lamp; 11 Ascetics;
13 Boniface; 14 Susa; 15 Gideon; 17 Aeneas; 19 Holofernes. 
Down: 1 Elah; 2 Jehoiada; 3 Jude; 4 Cantatas; 5 Hierapolis;
6 Wenceslaus; 10 Philemon; 12 Caesarea; 16 Neot; 18 Nuns.
Winner: Helen Grainger, of Kensington, west London.
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Why is the senior management of the inter-
national institution most determined to
resist the advance of gay rights massively
dominated by gay men? 

That’s the arresting question that drove
Frédéric Martel to write In the Closet of the
Vatican: Power, Homosexuality, Hypocrisy.
It is often whispered that the bitter infighting
raging in the Vatican between stiff-necked
conservatives and wobbly liberals is best
imagined as an “intra-closet war”. Martel
takes us deep inside both campaign head-
quarters. 

Martel is a beguiling 51-year-old French
sociologist whom no one seems able to resist
talking to. He is the author of several books
grounded in extensive travel and research,
most recently Global Gay, an exuberant tour
d’horizonof gay experience around the world.
For his Vatican exposé he spent months
living in Rome and conducted hundreds of
interviews, from sex-workers to cardinals,
many of them in a discreet café just off the
Borgo Pio, a stone’s throw from St Peter’s.

A centre-left figure in French political life

who has been an adviser to a prime minister
and several Cabinet ministers, Martel describes
himself as a culturally Catholic atheist. His
aim is not to attack the Church, he insists,
but to provoke an honest conversation about
homosexuality and the priesthood. He writes
with affection and admiration of the parish
priest of his childhood, a gay man who died
of Aids in the early 1990s. 

All is True, the new biopic of Shakespeare
directed by and starring Kenneth Branagh,
unrecognisable behind a prosthetic nose,

features Sir Thomas Lucy, the disagreeable
local MP who had a hand in the arrest of
Catholic neighbours suspected of sheltering
Jesuit priests. Ironically, Lucy is played in
the film by the versatile Catholic actor Alex
Macqueen. 

“Shakespeare lived in some fear of him,”
Macqueen told The Tablet, “and envy too. It
was good fun playing such a villain. The
excellent hair and makeup team did all the
work in creating the character: I just had to
say the right words in the right order. Each
scene was shot almost in one take, from one
camera position – so there was a lot of
pressure not to make a last-minute error.”

Another versatile performer, Austen Ivereigh,
papal biographer, one-time deputy editor of
The Tablet, and director of public affairs for
Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, who recently
stepped down as a trustee of Catholic Voices,
has been appointed a Fellow in Contemporary
Church History at Campion Hall, the Jesuit
house of studies in Brewer Street, Oxford. 

Another switch of direction? The famously
self-effacing Dr Ivereigh assures us that life
will go on as normal: “The genius is I don’t
do anything but what I do now. Tutors in …
teach; Research Fellows in … research; but
Fellows in … just pontificate.” 
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SUDOKU | Tough
Each 3x3 box, each 
row and each column 
must contain all the 
numbers 1 to 9.

Solution to the 26 January puzzle
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