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phlets at Westminster Cathedral for several
years. He died at home in London on St
Patrick’s Day 1958.

Going for gold
THE OLYMPIC Games are, of course, the
highlight of every athlete’s career. Participation
follows years of preparation, and dogged devotion to new-fangled diets and hi-tech kit.
Things weren’t always quite so demanding.
John Pius Boland, a young law student at
Oxford, decided to visit the first modern
Olympics in Greece in 1896. It hadn’t entered
his head to compete – he just wanted to be
there. He wound his way across Europe, taking
in the sights, and arrived in Athens on 31
March. After a boozy dinner with an Englishspeaking Greek, Dionysios Kasdaglis, he
learned that the field for the tennis events
included a Serbian weightlifter, an English
hammer-thrower and a Greco-Roman
wrestler “who had only the most rudimentary
notion of playing”. Boland was no virtuoso,
but he’d had a few coaching lessons at school
at the Oratory in Birmingham, so although
he was more of a cricket man, he entered the
singles and the doubles.
The following day, “a tennis bat of sorts was
easily secured at the Panhellenic Bazaar in
the Rue de Stade”. Tennis shoes, however,
“were not to be had”. Boland ended up playing
in his ordinary shoes, with leather soles and

heels. He went on to win of course. Boland
and his partner, a German 800-metre runner,
beat Kasdaglis and another Greek player in
the doubles final, then he had a spot of lunch
and beat Kasdaglis again in the singles:
Ireland’s first Olympic gold medallist.
Boland, born in Dublin in 1870, was elected
as an MP for Kerry South as a member of the
nationalist Irish Parliamentary Party in 1900,
losing his seat in the Sinn Fein landslide of
1918. He was the general secretary of the
Catholic Truth Society from 1926 to 1947. His
wife Eileen looked after the rack of CTS pam-

FORMER leader writer and Asia specialist
at The Daily Telegraph and a Tablet contributor for over fifty years, Simon Scott Plummer
celebrated his 80th birthday at the Beefsteak
Club with family and colleagues last week.
Tall and lean, he could always be spotted
across the room at the Tablet Christmas party,
patiently explaining to awestruck guests what
was really going on in Wuhan or Mandalay.
Touching and funny birthday tributes were
read out from Charles Moore (his former editor at The Telegraph) and the master’s
apprentice Boris Johnson, a rather less distinguished leader-writer at the paper. Harry
Mount, Oldie editor and another former
Telegraph leader-writer, told us: “Where the
rest of us leader-writers showed off in varying
degrees… Simon, without any flashy display,
gently displayed Olympian levels of knowledge
– from inside the Washington Beltway to the
latest developments in the pensions ministry
in Timbuktu. I remember him saying once
in a leader conference, ‘There’s an interesting
article in the South China Morning Post today’
– which put our desultory reading of that
morning’s Daily Mail to shame.”
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Across
7 Time to love poetry muse (5)
8 For century knight backed lover of
Cephalus (7)
10 Bamboo eater in America returned
to Hess prison (7)
11 Back oil of use for carrying papers (5)
12 See 3 Down
16 Surprisingly our panic about small
business produces plenty of good things (10)
20 Thank you with the letter that is Greek (5)
21 Mark Alice and Di upset being put below
“C” for pronunciation (7)
23 Eccentric poet Edith put in place by water
provider (7)
24 French refusal to Anglican occasion (5)

Down
1 See 18 Down
2 Graduate artist with the first killed
revolutionary art made famous (5)
3 (& 12 Down): Being virtuous without
charge for waste of space (4,3,7)
4 Pu indicates improvement in fortune (6)
5 Newlyweds subjected to a short
shower! (8)
6 Being unusually ill rest and get plant
support (7)
9 Urban area linking Betjeman’s
bombardment and Bunyan’s
despondency (6)
13 Innovative vet with a soul indicates signs
of fertility (8)

14 See 22 Down
15 Attempts high note at end of Curtain from
Stettin (7)
17 Company backs group of followers
concerning so-called magic (6)
18 (& 1 Down): Shakespearean work typically
without decoration and rhyme (5,5)
19 Condemned place out of the shade (5)
22 (& 14 Down): Beneath uplands we
follow a Brit to discover great Franciscan
theologian (4,6)
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The Tablet, 1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY.
Email: thetablet@thetablet.co.uk, with Crossword in the subject field.
Please include your full name, telephone number and email address,
and a mailing address. Three books – on Augustine, Christianity and
Thomas Aquinas – from the OUP’s Very Short Introduction series will
go to the sender of the first correct entry drawn at random.
n We are processing entries but there may be a delay in notifying
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Solution to the 10 July puzzle

Each 3x3 box, each
row and each column
must contain all the
numbers 1 to 9.
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Solution to the 10 July crossword No. 764
Across: 7 Hindu; 8 Una Voce; 10 Arch Rib; 11 Thais; 12 Apparition;
16 Anabaptist; 20 Sinai; 21 Uccello; 23 Singers; 24 Pliny.
Down: 1 Uhlan; 2 Knock; 3 Ruhr; 4 Rubbra; 5 Matthias; 6 Romania;
9 Essene; 13 Pharisee; 14 Lassus; 15 Manning; 17 Truism; 18 Blois;
19 Polyp; 22 Copt.
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