
16 NOVEMBER 2019  |  THE TABLET  |  15

Across 
7 See 5 Down  
8 Got stoned and not amused by 
mythological female monster (6) 
10 Article medieval poet put together for 
musical movement (7)  
11 Roman road turning the French identified 
as birthplace of OCD founder (5)  
12 Accommodation St Paul provided for his 
co-travellers? (4)  
13 Improvised for the purpose of Friday 
dinner we hear! (2,3)  
17 Letters finally turn up containing much 
money in Poland (5)  
18 Graduate to behold saint of Brittany 
coast (4) 

22 Norwich-based bishop exemplifying 
theological virtue (5) 
23 Rome absence briefly noted as involved 
saint and early Doctor of the Church (7) 
24 So candle may be lit, how terrible! (6) 
25 Cross finder not Napoleon’s favourite 
saint? (6) 
Down  
1 A declaration of refusal to comply with me 
and people of Ghana (7) 
2 Reading about altar shelf for “big six” (7) 
3 See 21 Down 
4 From Rome nag about early Greek palace 
complex hall (7) 
5 & 7 Acr: Newly seen round Ur this subject of 
sindonological research (5,6) 

6 Demonological king turns over 
experimental place after midnight (5)  
9 Revenge attacks set with Advent in the 
offing (9) 
14 As the meek are like the saints inside react 
to wounds (7) 
15 In residence in short time in old African 
kingdom (7) 
16 Wine sellers before first poem 
with H, e.g. (7) 
19 Experienced epiphany with explanation in 
contrasting points (5) 
20 Reference to officer in higher education 
going back in time (5)  
21 & 3 Down: Bury in base reconstruction at, 
e.g. Bolton or Tintern (5,5)

Please send your answers to: Crossword Competition 16 November, 

The Tablet, 1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY. 

Email: thetablet@thetablet.co.uk, with Crossword in the subject field. 

Please include your full name, telephone number and email address, and 
a mailing address. Three books – on Paul, Theology and Christian 
Ethics – from the OUP’s Very Short Introduction series will 
go to the sender of the first correct entry drawn at random on 
Friday 29 November. The answers to this week’s puzzles and the 
crossword winner’s name will appear in the 7 December issue.
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JUST BEFORE dawn 30 years ago, on 16 
November 1989, US-trained Salvadoran sol-
diers entered the campus of the Central 
American University in San Salvador and sur-
rounded the modest lodgings of the Jesuit 
priests who taught there. They ordered five 
priests into the pretty rose garden and forced 
them to lie face down on the ground. They 
shot them in the back of the head, and then 
shot a sixth priest in his bedroom. The assas-
sins were under orders to leave no witnesses. 
When they found the Jesuits’ housekeeper 
and her teenage daughter cowering in the 
guest room, they shot them dead.  

It was one of the most notorious crimes 
committed during El Salvador’s 12-year civil 
war. The attack was orchestrated by senior 
military commanders who targeted university 
rector Ignacio Ellacuría SJ, said to be close 
to brokering a peace deal between the guerrilla 
insurgency and the military government.  

The murder of the Jesuits for daring to 
challenge El Salvador’s corrupt ruling elite is 
the subject of November, the absorbing and 
moving new novel by the Salvadoran author 

and poet Jorge Galán. He was in London last 
week, discussing the English translation with 
journalist and film-maker Mark Dowd at the 
London Review Bookshop. Its original pub-
lication in Spanish four years ago led to death 
threats against Galán, forcing him to flee the 
country. Why did the murders happen? Galán 
asked the liberation theologian Jon Sobrino, 
who only escaped the slaughter because he 
was teaching in Thailand. “They were killed 
for telling the truth,” he told Galán.  

November is published by Constable at 
£18.99 (Tablet bookshop price, £17.09) 

IN THE SECOND volume of the late Kenneth 
Rose’s diaries, he again roams in search of 
the higher gossip, from lunches with cabinet 
ministers at the Beefsteak to memorial services 
for Companions of Honour in Westminster 
Abbey.  

At the enthronement of Robert Runcie as 
Archbishop of Canterbury, he notes Harold 
Macmillan pointing out Cardinal Basil Hume 
and whispering, “He looks like the landlord 
who has come to see if the tenants are keeping 
the place in good repair.” 

In his entry for 8 January 1996, Miles 
Norfolk, 17th Duke of Norfolk, tells Rose 
that both James Callaghan and Margaret 
Thatcher (though not Ted Heath) had offered 
a peerage to Hume, who of course had 
declined. Tony Blair was also to offer Hume 
a peerage. Rose doesn’t mention that Cormac 
Murphy-O’Connor, too, was offered a peerage, 
by Gordon Brown. Cormac rather liked the 
idea. Canon law forbids clerics from taking 
up political office, so he had to check with 
his boss. Pope Benedict didn’t seem to mind 
(you could argue that the House of Lords is 
just a debating chamber), but after several 
meetings in Rome, Cormac was eventually 
told, “We’ve talked about it, and, well, we 
think more No than Yes.” So Cormac followed 
Basil in turning the PM down.
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Solution to the 26 October crossword No. 680 
Across: 7 Blake; 8 Isonomy; 10 Ezekiel; 11 Scorn; 12 Littlemore; 
16 Pro Vita Sua; 20 Ouija; 21 Majorem; 23 Tricorn; 24 Donus. 
Down: 1 Abner; 2 James; 3 Dewi; 4 Millet; 5 Rousseau; 6 Solomon; 
9 Yankee 13 Imitator; 14 Sprout; 15 Dominic; 17 Armani; 18 Bruno; 
19 Amish 22 Jude. Winner: Fr Kevin Foulkes, Aspull, Wigan.
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