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Across 
7 The ------; 2001 horror film starring  
Nicole Kidman (6) 
8 Pope Silverius (d. 538) was this (6) 
10 The Mexican walking fish (7) 
11 Eighth letter of Greek alphabet (5) 
12 Totus ----; motto of St John Paul II (4) 
13 The ----- language was Nahuatl (5) 
17 Maimonides was one (5) 
18 ---- weight is that of a vehicle without 
fuel or load (4) 
22 A found object which took on great 
significance in Lord of the Flies (5) 
23 Designer Andrei -------; prominent in 
the history of Russian aviation (7) 

24 A hundred ------ make up one krona 
(Iceland) (6) 
25 Born c. 732 in York, was head of Palatine 
school in Aachen (6) 
Down  
1 Wife of Laius, King of Thebes (7) 
2 Roman Emperor Constantius -------; 
husband of English St Helena (7) 
3 Next in rank to an abbot (5) 
4 A black leopard (7) 
5 “… I would that my tongue could ----- the 
thoughts that arise in me” (Tennyson) (5) 
6 Epithet applied to St Albert (d. 1280) (5) 
9 St -------- of Hungary (d. 1231); feast 
17 November (9) 

14 Gnostic revivalists in Italy and France 
between twelfth and fourteenth centuries (7) 
15 Woollen cloak sometimes worn by 
the Pope (7) 
16 Pertaining to deer (7) 
19 Fruit of West African tree, eaten as a 
vegetable (5) 
20 A noble gas is this (5) 
21 Gemstones found on Mars as well as on 
Earth (5) 
 
 

Please send your answers to: Crossword Competition 9 November, 

The Tablet, 1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY. 

Email: thetablet@thetablet.co.uk, with Crossword in the subject field. 

Please include your full name, telephone number and email address, and 
a mailing address. Three books – on Jesus, Christian Art and 
Catholicism – from the OUP’s Very Short Introduction series 
will go to the sender of the first correct entry drawn at random on 
Friday 22 November. The answers to this week’s puzzles and the 
crossword winner’s name will appear in the 30 November issue.
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IN 1849, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Lord 
Clarendon, later to be Foreign Secretary under 
four prime ministers, denounced The Tablet 
as “one of the most offensive and virulent 
newspapers in Europe”. The paper had been 
annoying British politicians since its launch 
nine years earlier. Ireland, Frederick Lucas 
pointed out in his first editorial, is “governed 
[from Westminster] with fatal disregard of 
all the plainest rules of justice and prudence”. 

We were reminded of our roots in Irish 
nationalism by the Ambassador of Ireland to 
the UK, Adrian O’Neill, when he warmly wel-
comed us this week to a gathering in 
association with The Tablet that marked the 
canonisation of John Henry Newman. Other 
surprises were to follow. In a lively talk, the 
learned and dapper head of history and pol-
itics at Liverpool Hope University, Stephen 
Kelly, revealed that Newman, rather better 
known as a convert from the Church of 
England to Roman Catholicism, also transi-
tioned from narrow-minded impatience with 
the antics of the Irish to warm sympathy for 
the nationalist cause. During his awkward 

stint as first rector of the new Catholic 
University in Dublin, Newman insisted on 
giving key jobs to fervent Young Irelanders, 
to the alarm and disgust of his boss, 
Archbishop of Dublin, Paul Cullen. 

The Tablet has flown on Newman’s wings 
for 50 years. His vision of the Church as a 
place of movement and tension has been the 
mint cake on which we have nibbled during 
a sometimes frosty journey. It was a great 
treat to celebrate his legacy among friends 
and to enjoy the elegance and legendary hos-
pitality of the Irish Embassy. 

MENTAL-HEALTH issues are ever more 
prominent in parishes and schools, but still 
not getting the attention they should. So it’s 
encouraging to hear about a promising cross-
Atlantic collaboration to provide resources 
for Catholics to support mental wellness. 

Sanctuary Mental Health Ministries, based 
in Canada, has produced a course champ-
ioned in the UK by the Scottish theologian 
and one-time mental-health nurse John 
Swinton of Aberdeen University. Sanctuary 
has now teamed up with Divine Mercy 
University, a private Catholic graduate uni-
versity of psychology and counselling based 
in Arlington, Virginia, and the irrepressible 
Jim McManus, director of public health for 
Hertfordshire, to create The Sanctuary Course 
for Catholics, to be released next summer. 

The organisers are looking for Catholics 
with experience of mental-health issues to 
tell their story on film. Anyone interested in 
helping should contact support@ 
sanctuarymentalhealth.org or jim.mcmanus 
@hertfordshire .gov.uk. “I had to help,” Jim 
told us. “When I saw John Swinton’s face at 
Sanctuary’s stall at the Christian Resources 
Exhibition, I reckoned if he was involved it 
must be scientifically credible. One in four of 
us will have poor mental health in our lifetime. 
This is a crucial area the Church must address.” 

Newman’s Irish 
conversion 
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Solution to the 19 October crossword No. 679 
Across: 7 Reeled; 8 Brewer; 10 Theorem; 11 Prams; 12 Iris; 13 Frock; 
17 Dooms; 19 Tiro; 22 Water; 23 Two ears; 24 Outage; 25 Caruso. 
Down: 1 Britain; 2 Heretic; 3 Heart; 4 Tropics; 5 Swear; 6 Dress; 
9 Impromptu; 14 Courage; 15 Didacus; 16 Monsoon; 19 Swoon;  
20 State; 21 Moral. Winner: James Lonie, Linlithgow, West Lothian.
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