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THE CHURCH of St Michael and All Angels 
near Turnham Green tube station and on the 
frontier of Bedford Park was under fire soon 
after its opening in 1880 for “Popish and pagan 
mummeries”.  

The young William Butler Yeats lived round 
the corner in Blenheim Road with his family 
after their move to Chiswick from Dublin. 
He was cynical about the faintly absurd orna-
mental white painted wooden balustrade that 
runs along the church’s roof “where no-one 
ever walked!” But Yeats found in angels an 
echo of a Catholicism that was outside his 
scope in Ireland: “the lute-thronged angelic 
door”, “heaven’s embroidered cloths”, even the 
ministering angel undertaking the old priest 
Peter Gilligan’s sick calls while he slept. “The 
Ballad of Father Gilligan” is included in Yeats’ 
1895 Poems, its cover and frontispiece actually 
showing Saint Michael and several angels: 
rather like putting your parish’s patron saint 
on the cover of your first poetry book. 

Now a sculpture celebrating Yeats will be 
placed outside the church. Organiser Cahal 
Dallat, himself a poet, tells us that rather than 
a statue of the great writer, a dazzling artwork 
which captures his spirit has been commis-

sioned. Enwrought Light by Conrad 
Shawcross is inspired by Yeats’ poem, “He 
Wishes for the Cloths of Heaven”; Cahal 
describes it as a “helical swirl of leaves, birds, 
flights of angels even, ‘enwrought with golden 
and silver light’”. For a picture of the proposed 
artwork and for details of how to help fund 
it, visit www.wbyeatsbedfordpark.com. 

 
TALKING OF POETS, Fr Michael McCarthy’s 
parting collection was published last month. 
The poems are woven into a memoir of a boy-
hood in Rerahanagh, west Cork, overshadowed 

by an accident that resulted in the death of 
his brother. McCarthy goes on to St Patrick’s 
College, Carlow, to study for the priesthood. 
It was 1963 and “the seminaries were bursting 
at the seams”. The Vatican Council is in full 
swing and attitudes are loosening up. 
Newspapers were provided. Television sets 
were installed in the common room. And the 
debating society put up a notice for a debate 
which read, “Should auld Aquinas be forgot, 
and never brought to mind?” 

In his final year, McCarthy visits Leeds, 
where the majority of the priests in the diocese 
are Irish. “I found the Yorkshire accents 
incomprehensible, as indeed they found mine.” 
After ordination, he returned, and served as 
a priest in the diocese for almost fifty years. 
A first collection of poems, Birds’ Nests and 
Other Poems, was published when he was 52. 
A later collection, The Healing Station, was 
chosen by Hilary Mantel as her Book of the 
Year in The Guardian. He was quietly chuffed 
about that. He spent twenty years as parish 
priest in the village of Sherburn-in-Elmet in 
North Yorkshire, before his death last summer. 
“I have been able to write at leisure”, he once 
said, out of the bishop’s hearing.  
 
Like A Tree Cut Back is published by the 
Sheffield-based The Poetry Business at £9.95. 
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Solution to the 10 April puzzle

Across 
1 It took an English Obama to get us 
started (6) 
5 It’s clear that two people have been 
named (5) 
8 A Roman beauty lost in the 1960s (5) 
9 A biblical example of a desperate plea 
about bringing back the pub (7) 
10 One of the victims of a reptilian scam (4) 
11 Contribution to traffic management by 
insects playing cricket (8) 
13 Silly Danes, with their old-fashioned 
transport! (5) 
14 Something at the dentist’s ruined a 
physician’s health (5) 
19 Assess the value of having a churchman 
bring it up (8) 

21 Return, therefore, as a monster! (4) 
23 I hear my boy get up at dawn (7) 
24 Met to return to the spiritual emblem (5) 
25 A respectful palindrome (5) 
26 St Valerius of the Five Trees? (6) 
 
Down 
2 A gas Macbeth might have mentioned had 
he met Tarzan (7) 
3 Before going up, we see it’s a dangerous 
mountain (4) 
4 As a Scandinavian comes up, he horrifies 
us (6) 
5 Very old port (8) 
6 A hundred can bring power (5) 
7 A dollar for the dyers to make clothes 
elegant (6) 

8 Behold an existential statement about 
soil! (4) 
12 Model SAS man to excavate the centre of 
Nîmes (8) 
15 Nuncio receives a letter making him 
heir (7) 
16 He pops up everywhere, but you’ll get to 
the finish first! (6) 
17 Agreement to accept the way that I posted 
them (6) 
18 Hairstyle seen one evening on the 
outskirts of Exeter (4) 
20 Mourned the sanctimonious little man (5) 
22 A filthy dwelling on top of Everest; what 
an eyesore (4) 

For more features, news, analysis and comment, visit www.thetablet.co.uk

Across: 1 Figaro; 5 Romeo; 8 Colum; 9 Fancies; 10 Gore; 11 Great ape; 
13 Radar; 14 Anton; 19 Soya bean; 21 Esme; 23 Ephraim; 24 Diode; 
25 Snood; 26 No rest. Down: 2 Illyria; 3 Acme; 4 Oxford; 5 Rineanna; 
6 Moira; 7 Oyster; 8 Cage; 12 Larboard; 15 Osseous; 16 Aspens; 
17 Carmen; 18 Pele; 20 Yahoo; 22 Oder. 

Solution to the 10 April crossword No. 751

1 MAY 2021  |  THE TABLET  |  15

1 1 2 3 4 3 5 6 7

7 8

8 9

10 11

12 13

13 14 15 16

16 17 17 18 18

19 20 21 21

22

23 24

25

25 26

15_Tablet01May21 Diary Puzzles Enigma RN.qxp_Tablet features spread  27/04/2021  15:52  Page 13




