
Across
1 It could provide a roof for the church in
question (6)
5 Prospects of eccentric groups provide no
help for an actor (5)
8 It is mean to give your dog to heartless
Tony (5)
9 I relate a bit of the story to excite your
interest (7)
10 One could lose face if seen in one (4)
11 Hand round the alcohol; that will enable
you to get away from here (8)
13 The fellow flew off with a spy, spinning
cunning schemes (5)
14 The French say it is good to give you and
me a financial reward (5)
19 They say it goes on ahead of a high-
ranking officer (5,3)

21 Catch sight of the place (4)
23 A physician should provide an extreme
solution to excessive rainfall (7)
24 Give some direction to assist the dog (5)
25 Randomly pelts with cereal (5)
26 Assessing one who could be involved in 16
Down, but not in 19 Across (6)

Down
2 Put a lid on the bad fuel; it’s abominable! (7)
3 Virtual reality for children? (4)
4 The chap behind a popular song is
dangerous (6)
5 For a technical aspect of poetry-writing,
take a quick look at “The Holy Land” (8)
6 This part of the prison has nothing one can
play (5)
7 In the home of the Springboks they slice

the tart into layers (6)
8 Agreement to begin the play and present
part of it (4)
12 Have some sense! There are four
others! (8)
15 You (lots of you!) are elected; one of you
barely old enough! (7)
16 Housing sailors’ poetry (6)
17 One embarking more quickly on Lenten
observance (6)
18 Cease to mess about with 21 Across! (4)
20 We hear one admitting those who come
to worship (5)
22 Pulls back the conscientious student (4)

Please send your answers to: Crossword Competition 23 February,
The Tablet, 1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY.
Please include your full name, telephone number and email address,
and a mailing address. A copy of The Saints: A Short History, by
Simon Yarrow, OUP, will go to the sender of the first correct entry
drawn at random on Friday 8 March. The answers to this week’s
puzzles and the crossword winner’s name will appear in the
16 March issue.

Solution to the 2 February crossword No. 643
Across: 7 Racine; 8 Tomaso; 10 Delphic; 11 Saint; 12 Arne; 13 Ethos;
17 Horla; 18 Golf; 22 Marsh; 23 Nacaome; 24 Eltham; 25 Cadmus. Down:
1 Bradman; 2 Scalene; 3 Aneho; 4 Toyshop; 5 Basil; 6 Aorta; 9 Acetylene;
14 Bodhran; 15 Do for me; 16 Of sense; 19 Ember; 20 Crete; 21 Ocean.
Winner: Anne Stapleton, of Terenure, Dublin.

WORD FROM THE CLOISTERS

PUZZLES

PRIZE CROSSWORD No. 646 | Enigma

Sir Tom Stoppard was one of the many
writers to salute Daniel Johnson on
standing down as editor of Standpoint,
the monthly magazine he created ten years
ago to boldly celebrate and defend Western
civilisation. “Nobody else but Daniel could
have come up with the idea of Standpoint,”
said Stoppard. “And nobody else would
have done it.” Johnson was touched. “I’m
sure he meant it as a compliment, but
there’s a nicely Stoppardian ambiguity
about his words. I shall treasure them all
the more.”
In the run-up to Benedict XVI’s visit to
Britain in 2010, the eminent QC Geoffrey
Robertson attempted to have him arrested
for complicity in child abuse. Johnson com-
missioned a piece defending the Pope by
John Paul II’s biographer George Weigel.
When Benedict addressed MPs in
Westminster Hall, Johnson slipped a copy
to one of his aides; Weigel was told later that
the Holy Father was deeply grateful. This
did not deter Geoffrey from offering his
draft British Bill of Rights to Standpoint. “I

was happy to take it” Johnson told us.
“Western civilisation should be capacious
enough for pontiffs and pontificators alike.”
Johnson now edits TheArticle, a lively
online publishing platform. The editor’s seat
at Standpoint lies vacant. Western civilisation
is seeking a new protector. 

The lugubrious African-American spiritual
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” has long been
the unofficial anthem for England rugby
fans. The story goes that in 1988, with the
team going through one of its bleak patches,

and 0-3 down against Ireland at Twickenham,
boys from the now defunct Benedictine
public school, Douai, struck up the song to
celebrate a try by England’s Nigerian-born
winger, Chris Oti. He went on to score twice
more, with more fans taking up the song till
it rang out through the stadium.
Will the Douai magic work today when
England plays Wales at the Millennium
Stadium today? It will be up against the
Welsh fans’ own stirring hymn tune, “Cwm
Rhondda,” familiar in English as, “Guide
Me, O Thou Great Redeemer.”  

Jean Vanier recently celebrated his 90th
birthday, and is contemplating the end. He
told Amy Merone, “Something comes about
when you get to the stage that I am in. I can
say that I have no more future. [I am] going
from the now to the now to the now. If the
now is important then my death is important
because it will be the final now when every-
thing will be lost, except what is nothing
within me. That nothing within me is my
primal innocence. So, as you’re stripped away
from all that is not the primal innocence,
there is only the thing which is at the heart
of the universe, what brings everything
together. And that is love.”
Full interview:www.larche.org.uk/podcast

Civilisation and its
 discontents

diary@thetablet.co.uk

SUDOKU | Challenging
Each 3x3 box, each 
row and each column 
must contain all the 
numbers 1 to 9.

Solution to the 2 February puzzle

www.oup.com
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