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Across 
1 & 22 Acr: In Paris iconic church initially leads 
land measure euro conversion (5,5)  
4 See 21 Down 
9 Letter in Greek about train diverted for 
Czech composer (7)  
10 Crusader pope not from the 
countryside? (5) 
11 Name of tax collector mother given to 
Boxer rebellion martyr saint (4) 
12 Scale involved action otherwise I’d lead (8) 
14 Open public places for legislative work? (7)  
19 President with new set of biblical 
instruments (8) 
20 Controlling percentage shares holding all 
right for mythological god (4) 
22 See 1 Across 

23 Timely precipitation according to 
the song (7)  
24 See 16 Down  
25 Piece of religious writing about a piece of 
land? (5) 
Down 
1 Top saint embracing mother upset 
with me (6) 
2 Eternal city church which looks shiny when 
polished! (6) 
3 What headless Satan personifies (4) 
5 Canonised nun promoting trust in Jesus in 
a conclusion to Goethe work (8) 
6 Painter works on track about to come  
to life (6) 
7 Directions after returning hole in one for 
Roman stoic philosopher (6) 

8 How odd Tina’s mum and I lead saint to 
coin collector (11)  
13 Altar cloth in Mass for army officer? (8)   
15 Revised cost about London University wall 
covering (6) 
16 & 24 Acr: Pope with a sick Irish-American 
playwright (6,6) 
17 Reveal how old and when born coming 
back from wine shop (6) 
18 It’s strange a drunk should be known for 
his religious pictures (6) 
21 & 4 Acr: Protection for limbs on family 
escutcheon? (4,2,4) 

Please send your answers to: Crossword Competition 4 April, 

The Tablet, 1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY. 

Email: thetablet@thetablet.co.uk, with Crossword in the subject field. 

Please include your full name, telephone number and email address, 
and a mailing address. Three books – on Saints, Monasticism and 
Philosophy of Religion – from the OUP’s Very Short Introduction 
series will go to the sender of the first correct entry drawn at random 
on Wednesday 15 April. The answers to this week’s puzzles and the 
crossword winner’s name will appear in the 25 April issue.
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WHERE ARE WE on the epidemic curve? 
Are we still clambering up towards the top or 
starting to gingerly slide towards the bottom? 
Will the Imperial College London model, which 
suggested that the virus could take 500,000 
British lives, turn out to be right, or the mod-
elling by researchers at the University of Oxford, 
which predicts fewer than 20,000 Covid-19 
deaths, most of which would have happened 
anyway? Are the Serbs right to lock people up 
for three years if they are caught sneaking out 
for a packet of chocolate biscuits, or the Swedes, 
who are lolling about in cafes enjoying their 
coffee and kanelbullar? As more data comes 
in a clearer picture will emerge.  

But we might be waiting a while before the 
epidemiologists and the clinical statisticians 
agree on whether we got our response to the 
pandemic right. Outside the museum in the 
remote Derbyshire “plague village” of Eyam, 
a sign reads “We regret that due to the current 
coronavirus pandemic our museum will be 
closed until further notice.” 

In 1665 a tailor from Eyam ordered a box 
of materials relating to his trade from London. 

The cloth was flea-infested and his assistant 
became ill. Not only were his family shut up 
to die but the entire village as well. The rector, 
William Mompesson, persuaded the villagers 
to accept strict quarantine arrangements to 
prevent the spread of the disease. 

The plague was contained within the agreed 
boundary, but at a dreadful cost. More than 
half the villagers died. Some now argue that 
the vicar’s insistence on confinement facili-
tated the spread of the infection by increasing 
the contact rate through direct transmission. 
Others insist that by staying within the con-

fines of their community, the heroic inhabi-
tants of Eyam did indeed prevent the spread 
of the epidemic to neighbouring villages, at 
a tragic cost to themselves.  

350 years after the last case of the plague 
was reported, the epidemiologists are still 
arguing.  

 
LAST WEEK, he signed off as editor of the 
Catholic Herald; after a weekend break, Luke 
Coppen started on Monday as Europe Editor 
for the Catholic News Agency. The job includes 
overseeing CNA’s Rome team, which for now 
he’ll be doing from home in Sussex.  

Luke brought grace and tact to editing a 
Catholic newspaper, always a challenging 
brief, and leaves after 16 years without making 
an enemy. He was once on his way to a press 
conference after a bishops’ meeting at Oscott 
when he was joined by Arthur Roche, then 
general secretary of the bishops’ conference. 
Fr Roche mistook him for a seminarian.  

Boyish, clever, kind, fervent Dan Hitchens, 
even more likely to be mistaken as a semi-
narian, is taking over. Does Luke have any 
words of advice for his young successor?  

“I learnt early”, he tells us, “that you could 
get through to almost any bishop on the phone 
if you said the reason you were calling was 
that you wanted to talk about Oscar Romero.”

A lesson from  
a Derbyshire village

diary@thetablet.co.uk

SUDOKU | Moderate
Each 3x3 box, each  
row and each column  
must contain all the  
numbers 1 to 9.

www.oup.com
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Solution to the 14 March crossword No. 698 
Across: 1 Brahms; 5 Skype; 8 Hamul; 9 Arafura; 10 Jesu; 11 Of Prague; 13 Islay; 
14 Accra; 19 Pasolini; 21 Amos; 23 Andorra; 24 Linus; 25 Hiram; 26 Theist. 
Down: 2 Rameses; 3 Hals; 4 Staffa; 5 Shamrock; 6 Young; 7 Enamel; 8 Haji; 
12 Caelorum; 15 Romanus; 16 Sprach; 17 Infant; 18 Isis; 20 Sodor; 22 Klee. 
Winner: John Woodhouse, of South Norwood, south-east London.
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