175 YEARS

50 GREAT CATHOLICS

Alexander Lucie Smith on Charbel Makhluf

The image we
have of Charbel
Makhluf is of a
man with his
eyes cast down,
reminding us that
the saint looked
not at the world, but only at God.
His life was completely uneventful,
which is precisely the point.
Charbel guides us not to him-
self, but to God, and reminds us
that silence and contemplation,
with all other things set aside, are
the royal road to the knowledge
of God. It is not about us, and it
certainly is not about our activism,
which God could probably do
without. Contemplation must be
at the heart of the Church, and at

To mark our anniversary, we have invited 50 Catholics to choose
a person from the past 175 years whose life has been a personal
inspiration to them and an example of their faith at its best

the heart of every Christian life.

He was born in Bekaa Kafra, a
village high in the mountains of
north Lebanon, in 1828, the fifth
child of a mule driver and his wife.
He lost his father at an early age,
entered a Maronite monastery at
the age of 23, and in 1875, with
the permission of his abbot, with-
drew to a hermitage, spending the
rest of his life in contemplative
isolation. During this time, it is
said, he did not see a single human
being, but only looked at the
Blessed Sacrament.

After his death in 1898 there

were various wonders associated
with his tomb, and miracles soon
followed. These miracles greatly
contributed to the popularity of
his cult, which spread throughout
the Lebanese diaspora. St
Charbel’s picture or statue is often
found in Mexican churches, a
focus of intense devotion.

The Maronite Church is an
ancient branch of Antiochene
Christianity that has never been
out of communion with Rome.
Pope Paul VI, who beatified and
canonised Charbel, hoped this
Lebanese Maronite saint would be

a way in for us Westerners to the
riches of the East: “May he make
us understand, in a world largely
fascinated by wealth and comfort,
the paramount value of poverty,
penance and asceticism, to liberate
the soul in its ascent to God.”

Charbel also reminds us of the
origins of Christianity in the
Aramaic world, a world now fast
disappearing. And he reminds
us that the Catholic Church
breathes with two lungs, one
Western and one Eastern, to the
advantage of both.

Fr Alexander Lucie-Smith is a
writer and parish priest at the
church of St Hugh of Lincoln,
Knaphill, Surrey.
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PRIZE CROSSWORD
No. 473 | Enigma

Across

1Surname of fourth president of the USA (7)

5Thigh bone (5)

8 Lake in Siberia into which a large meteorite fell in February 2013 (9)
9--- Dinh; Northern Vietnam municipality 50 miles from Hanoi (3)
10 Insurance underwriters of Lloyd’s syndicate (5)

12 Exchange (land, etc)/Barters (Scottish law) (7)

13--- - --- Moody; professor in Harry Potter stories (3-3)

14 Insect which can look as if it its praying (6)

17 Solution for diminishing the density of photographic negatives (7)
19 Equal to 200 milligrams of gold (5)

21--- Hakananai’s Easter Island statue (3)

22 The part of grammar dealing with word changes showing case,
number, tense etc (9)
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24 Religious meal served in Jewish homes on 15th and 16th of
the month of Nisan (5)

25 Daughter of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra (7)

Down

1Capital of Saone-et-Loire Department (5)

2 River; also semi-circular, hollow cylinder of a cyclotron! (3)

3 He was Bobby Fischer’s opponent in 1972 chess match (7)
40ne of the boundaries of the territory given to Hug during the
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reign of Tutankhamen (6)

5 Acid of vitamin B complex, found in green leaves and

animal tissue (5)

6 It measures pressure (e.g. of blood, gas, vapours) (9)

7 Egyptian King (1279-1213 BC), known as “The Great” (alternative
spelling) (7)

11 According to the Second World War phrase, British

people ---- -- --- mended 4,2,3)

13 Their plant life is dominated by grasses; this distinguishes them
from swamps (9)

15 Literary term for listlessness or depression (7)

16 Rare plant species Atriplex glabriuscula is also known as
Babington’s ------ (6)

18----- De Lune; music by Debussy (5)

20 Eighth letter of the Greek alphabet (5)

23 First word in the poem “To Celia” (Sedley, 1639-1701) (3)

Please send your answers to:

Crossword Competition 15 August

The Tablet, 1King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY.
Please include your full name, telephone number and email address,
and a mailing address. A copy of Begat: the King James Bible and
the English Language, by David Crystal, OUP, will go to the sender
of the first correct entry drawn at random on Friday 28 August.
@ The answers to this week’s puzzles and the crossword winner’s
name will appear in the 5 September issue.

Solution to the 25 July crossword No. 470

Across: 7 Hardy; 8 Peer out; 10 Perfect; 11 Pitch; 12 Chinchilla;

16 Tridentine; 20 Local; 21 Bigotry; 23 Dead Sea; 24 Roger

Down: 1 Chops; 2 Drury; 3 Hyde; 4 Spot on; 5 Keep a hen; 6 Hostile;
97To heal; 13 Heedless; 14 Stolid; 15 His coat; 17 Tobias; 18 Stage;

19 Ayers; 22 Gory

Winners: Stephen & Jill Pearce, of Codicote, Hertfordshire.

1.4 3|9 8 2[5 & 7| Each3x3hbox,eachrow
2lslalla alzls ale andeathcqlumn
i | | must contain all the
7.8 913 5 6[1 4 2 numbersTtod.
6/7/5/4/9/8/2 1 3
Bl9|L|2]|3|5|4]|7|6
4/3|/2|6|7/1|8 95
9 (1|8]|7|2|3[6|5 |4
36 4|(5/1 9|7 28
5/2/7|8 6|/4]9/3|1
Solution to the 25 July puzzle





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




