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PRIZE CROSSWORD No. 817 Enigma

LAST SUNDAY, 31 July, was the Feast Day of 
St Ignatius Loyola, founder of the Jesuits. It 
was also the final day of the “Ignatian Year”, 
marking 500 years since Iñigo López y Loyola, 
invalided out of his budding military career by 
a stray cannonball, experienced a transformative 
religious conversion. For the past 12 months, 
Jesuits and their friends have been asked to 
look for a “cannonball moment” of their own.  

Iñigo’s cannonball took him from the Basque 
country of his birth, and the worldly life of a 
minor nobleman, to Rome, to religious vows, 
into the heart of the Counter-Reformation – 
and, eventually, to sainthood. Where might 
such a “cannonball moment” take us today? 
Damian Howard, the engaging provincial of 
the British Jesuits, posed the question to a 
Farm Street congregation. He’d already pro-
voked a vivid answer. Earlier, members of the 
society and their guests had watched a new 
film about the deaths of the martyrs of El 
Salvador. On a dark night in 1989, six Jesuits 
working at the Central American University 
– along with the wife and child of a caretaker 
– were executed in cold blood. The army’s cul-
pability was an open secret – but nothing could 
be proved until a cleaner at the university 

came forward as a witness. What Lucia Saw 
told the story of what happened next – with 
an accuracy and immediacy that astonished 
Cafod veterans Clare Dixon and Julian 
Filochowski, who introduced the film. 

Rarely had we seen a more visceral reminder 
of the power and the perils of Christian dis -
cipleship. Fr Howard recalled John Rawls’ 
description of Ignatius as “mad” – “precisely 
because he ordered his life to the single over-
riding good of God’s love”. Decisive action for 
peace, justice and human dignity sometimes 
requires that wholehearted devotion, Howard 
said. “Mad or not, give me Ignatius any day.”

THE EXCLUSIVE Tablet pilgrimage to Rome 
and Assisi in October is being led by one of 
the most experienced editors in academic 
publishing. If you have a respectable library 
of theology titles, it will almost certainly 
include books commissioned and knocked 
into shape by Natalie Watson.  

Before getting into publishing, she taught 
church history to Anglican ordinands at 
Cuddesdon; she currently steers The Pastoral 
Review into harbour four times a year as its 
production editor. Pilgrims travelling to Italy 
in October with Watson and McCabe 
Pilgrimages will discover some of the secrets 
of publishing as well as of Christianity’s 
 holiest sites.  

Watson has travelled all over Europe, and 
knows Turkey especially well. “Spending so 
much time walking around the New Rome 
(Constantinople) made me want to discover 
the old one,” she tells us.  

“Having grown up as a German Lutheran, 
I discovered in Rome what it means to belong 
to a worldwide Church. I love going to places 
where the great saints actually lived and 
walked and struggled, and there is always 
another church to visit for anyone who is 
travelling with me.” 

Email info@mccabe-travel.co.uk for more 
details. The booking deadline is 15 August.

Cannonball moment
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SUDOKU | Hard
Each 3x3 box, each  
row and each column  
must contain all the  
numbers 1 to 9.
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Solution to the 16 July puzzle

Across 
1 She makes the Spanish surround the  
English (5) 
4 I may add that what one finds on a 
cellphone leads to a conclusion (6) 
9 Dessert made by a boffin (7) 
10 The words of the song make Cyril look 
ridiculous (5) 
11 One of those in Yorkshire starts the day  
with a beer (4) 
12 Lost footing when the saint fell (8) 
14 Because of strong liquor, I trip on board  
ship (7) 
19 The choir going around Ireland is loud. 
That’s ghastly! (8) 
20 A quiet altercation on the ship (4) 

22 Rascal cuts the top off a sensible  
shoe (5) 
23 Vengeance seems in turmoil (7) 
24 It’s most sensible to have a terribly  
neat ship (6) 
25 Horrible street in an old negative (5) 
 
Down 
1 Take me back to the corporate group 
whose spirit I personify (6)  
2 I hear a composer helps to carry a 
suitcase, for example (6) 
3 One could get an English elevator  
in a car (4) 
5 Lo, my path goes round many fields  
of study (8) 

6 In a sinister manner, I leer at the 
heartless lady (6) 
7 Determine to throw the police into  
the river (6) 
8 Sane critics of the Church (11) 
13 Revelations come too early on an 
aircraft’s wings (8) 
15 The chapter on minerals provides 
boring jobs (6) 
16 Physically force the mythical creature to 
make a stage appearance (6) 
17 Believes that tea causes corrosion (6) 
18 Devious cleverness over a filthy house 
with bends (6) 
21 Put an end to all the prayers! (4) 

Across: 7 Thomas; 8 Glance; 10 Lateran; 11 Myrrh; 12 Mars; 13 Swans; 17 
Broom; 18 Nene; 22 Grieg; 23 Ivanhoe; 24 Toledo; 25 Cannon.  
Down: 1 Ptolemy; 2 Pottery; 3 Harry; 4 Clement; 5 Indri; 6 Jedha; 9 Snow- 
donia; 14 Tragedy; 15 Bethany; 16 Gehenna; 19 Agate; 20 Villa; 21 Cavan.

Solution to the 16 July crossword No. 814
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