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Post haste
NOTHING is more highly prized by
philatelists than printing errors, which tend
to increase the value of the stamp involved.

The Catholic Church has, inadvertently,
conspired with the Isle of Man Post Office to
feed this demand by issuing a new com-
memorative sheet of stamps marking the
visit to Britain of Pope Benedict XVI, wrongly
listing its centrepiece – the beatification of
Cardinal John Henry Newman on 19
September – as taking place at Coventry
Airport. The error, which features on the
body of the sheet, rather than on the stamps
themselves, occurred because the series was
sent to the printers before the beatification
venue was switched to Cofton Park, in
Birmingham, last month.

The man who came up with the idea for
the stamps, Peter Jennings, press secretary
to the Bishop of Birmingham, Bernard
Longley, thinks the mistake will add to their
“philatelic interest” for collectors across the
globe. The Isle of Man Post Office agreed to
produce the stamps, which will be released
on 11 August to coincide with the 120th
anniversary of Cardinal Newman’s death,
after the Royal Mail turned down the oppor-
tunity when asked by the Church. 

Blair can’t wait …
HE RUFFLED feathers in the Vatican last
year when, in an interview with a gay
magazine, he suggested the Pope should
“rethink” the Church’s position on homo -
sexuality. But Tony Blair is looking forward
to Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to Britain.

“It is exciting, I think it’s fantastic he’s
coming,” Britain’s most high-profile Catholic
convert of recent years told us at an awards
ceremony for a film competition for young
people, run by his faith foundation, at the
British Academy of Film and Television Arts
in London’s Piccadilly. Mr Blair did not say
whether he would be meeting the Pope,
although it is believed that he will be among
former prime ministers invited to a private
audience in London.

The Faith Shorts 2010 ceremony was com-
pèred by TV presenter Adrian Chiles, who
like Mr Blair is a convert to the Catholic
faith. Among the winners  was Esteban
Pedraza, 20, a student at the New York
University Film School, who showed how
Christianity had inspired his mother and
best friend to transform their lives. Mr Blair,
echoing comments he once made about
keeping quiet about his faith for fear of
being labelled a “nutter”, applauded the win-
ners, adding: “The truth is that it is very
difficult to talk about faith without appearing
to preach at people and so on. I get asked, is
faith important? Of course it is to a person
of faith, but it’s difficult to describe that.”

No food for Mixa
THE 13 elderly nuns at the Franciscan Convent
of Maria Stern at Fünfstetten, not far from
Augsburg, in southern Bavaria, are not at all
thrilled about their new lodger. Bishop Walter
Mixa, who earlier this year faced allegations
that he had brutally beaten children and
misappropriated church funds, is to retire to
their convent, where he will rent two sparsely
furnished rooms. The bishop stepped down
from his post in the Diocese of Augsburg and
as German military bishop last April.

“We didn’t invite him but were merely
asked to take him in,” Sister Superior Beda
Rauch told the German daily Hamburger
Morgenpost. The decision to take him in had
led to quite a discussion among the nuns, Sr
Beda said, and the question of where he
would take his meals had still not been
solved; nor whether Mixa could use the
nuns’ kitchen. The nuns would not require
his pastoral services, she emphasised. 

The two rooms with “just a table and a
bed” don’t compare with the luxurious Bishop’s
Palace at Augsburg but Bishop Mixa will still
be comfortably off. He is to receive a monthly
state pension of £6,700 (€8,000) from
German taxpayers, according to a spokesman
for the Bavarian Ministry of Culture. 

Family guy
IN MOST CASES a cardinal who had grand-
children would do all he could to conceal the
fact. But there was one English cardinal in
the nineteenth century who had no fewer
than six grandchildren and delighted in
showing them off. According to a new book
by Michael Walsh, Cardinal Thomas Weld
(1773-1837) was in the habit of driving
around the city in his cardinatial carriage
accompanied by his grandchildren.

Weld belonged to an ancient Catholic
family whose seat was Lulworth Castle in
Dorset. He married and had a daughter,
Lucy, but when his wife died became a priest.

After he moved to Rome for the sake of
Lucy’s health, he was created a cardinal by
Pius VIII, possibly as a gesture of thanks to
the British Government for Catholic eman-
cipation. Cardinal Weld lived in a palazzo
with his daughter, her husband and their
children. As he was married as well as
ordained, he was known as “the cardinal of
the seven sacraments”, receiving the last of
the seven as he lay dying.

(The Cardinals by Michael Walsh is pub-
lished by Canterbury Press on 2 September,
price £20.)

The big question
BATTLE LINES are being drawn up for a
London debate about obligatory priestly
celibacy two days before the Pope arrives in
Britain in September. Leading the team in
favour of it will be the Bishop of Nottingham,
Malcolm McMahon. He was once thought
to be sympathetic to the ordination of married
men but clarified his views in a letter to The
Tablet in 2008, writing that he was “rather
conservative” on the subject. He will be sup-
ported by Jack Valero, communications
director of Opus Dei and coordinator of
Catholic Voices, and Fr Stephen Wang, dean
of studies at Allen Hall seminary 

The debate takes place on 14 September
at the Odeon, Leicester Square, after a screen-
ing of the 2004 film, Conspiracy of Silence.
The film features the true story of a seminarian
torn between his religious vocation and his
love for his girlfriend. Those arguing that
celibacy should be voluntary include
theologian Tina Beattie, human rights lawyer
Helena Kennedy and Carmelite priest Fr
John McGowan. Special guests include come-
dian Frank Skinner, a Catholic, who believes
priests should remain celibate.

Elles sont magnifiques!
THE OFFER of a major record deal posed a
dilemma for a community of Benedictine
nuns living in a remote area of France.

“At first we were worried that it would
affect our cloistered life, so we asked St
Joseph in prayer. Our prayers were answered,
and we thought that this album would be a
good thing if it touches people’s lives and
helps them find peace,” said the Mother
Abbess of L’Abbaye de Notre-Dame de
l’Annonciation in Le Barroux, near Avignon.

The sisters will record Voices – Chant from
Avignon, to be released in November by
Decca following a worldwide search to find
the finest female exponents of Gregorian
plainchant. Decca executives have been
barred from entering the convent, so the
sisters will record their own TV commercial
and photograph their own album cover to
avoid contact with the outside world. 

16 Tablet 31 Jul 10 Notebook:P28 notebook  28/07/2010  14:50  Page 14



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




