Outspoken critic of HFE
Bill to meet scientists

Thomas Norton

CARDINAL KEITH O’Brien is to explain to
scientists the Church’s opposition to contro-
versial research into human-animal embryos
and laws concerning the rights of children.

The Archbishop of St Andrews and Edin-
burgh was among the most acerbic critics of
the Human Fertilisation and Embryology
(HFE) Bill, condemning aspects of it as
“monstrous” in his Easter sermon.

Last week, Prime Minister Gordon Brown
said there would be a free vote for Labour MPs
on three contentious areas of the bill: the pro-
posed creation of human-animal “admixed”
embryos; removing the need for a father for
children of same-sex couples and single
women undergoing IVF treatment; and the
creation of “saviour siblings”.

However, developments in science have al-
ready overtaken parliamentary legislation, it
emerged this week, with the creation of
human-animal embryos at Newcastle Uni-
versity. The embryos, which survived for
three days, were made by removing the nu-
cleus from the egg of a cow and injecting
human DNA in its place. In the future stem
cells are to be harvested from such embryos
and used for research into diseases such as
Parkinson’s and diabetes. It is illegal to allow
them to survive for more than two weeks.

Speaking earlier at a public meeting at St

Bryce Kirk in Kirkcaldy - where Gordon
Brown’s father had preached - Cardinal
O’Brien said he had been approached about
a meeting with leading scientists to discuss
such research. “I would be only too happy to
agree to such a meeting and I am sure other
Church representatives and leaders of other
faiths would also agree,” he said.

The invitation came from the Catholic
Labour MP Jim Devine, who is in favour of
the bill. He said he was “delighted” by the car-
dinal’s response and proposed the meeting take
place on 22 April.

Cardinal O’Brien continued: “In agreeing
to such a meeting my only condition would
be that scientists were also willing to accept
instruction from our Churches and people of
faith on basic morality, on what human life
really is, on the purpose of our life on earth.”

He said that he would also put the case for
the creation of a permanent national bioethics
commission to inform public debate about
complex ethical questions.

Meanwhile, one of the country’s leading
Catholic scientists, Sir Leszek Borysiewicz, chief
executive of the Medical Research Council was
confident that the bill had “got the balance
right”. He said that it was “right and proper”
that there be dissent in a large organisation
such as the Catholic Church, but added: “I've
looked very carefully at the bill and I don’t find
a conflict of conscience at all”

Church boycotts rights document

THE IRISH Church has boycotted the launch
of Northern Ireland’s new Bill of Rights be-
cause it says the draft document ignores the
rights of the unborn, writes Paul Keenan.

The Church’s representative to the Human
Rights Forum that drew up the bill, Fr Tim
Bartlett, refused to attend the launch. “I re-
gard it as having failed in its very purpose,’
he said. “Tt is clear that the forum report will
not even recognise, let alone provide, protection
for the most vulnerable in our society.”

Fr Bartlett’s comments were echoed by a
spokesman for the Democratic Unionist
Party. “Trees have more rights in this docu-
ment than the unborn child,” said Northern
Ireland Assembly member Simon Hamilton.

Though abortion is strictly limited in

Northern Ireland, with access only allowed
if the continuing pregnancy would damage
the health of the woman, the Church wants
this enshrined in the bill to protect against
future attempts to change the legislation.

The forum represents the main political par-
ties and different sectors of society, including
Churches. It was established to draw up the
bill following commitments made within
the 1998 Good Friday Agreement and the St
Andrews Agreement in 2006.

The Church’s boycott came as the authors
of the draft bill conceded there was no con-
sensus on any of its main proposals to ensure
human rights for all. The Church’s criticism
coupled with the overall lack of consensus
throw into doubt the future of the enterprise.
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Iraq visit

Bishop William Kenney will next week visit
the Christian community in the Erbil area
in northern Iraq in the aftermath of the
killing of the Chaldean Archbishop Pau-
los Faraj Rahho in Mosul. Bishop Kenney,
an auxiliary in Birmingham, has been to
Iraq on several other occasions and said
that he was looking forward to the trip.
“The security doesn’t really worry me,” he
said. “T've discovered it’s important to show
solidarity; it really means a lot to locals that
the Church hasn’t forgotten them.”

Rent hike closes school

A decision by the Daughters of Wisdom
in Newcastle to triple the rent payable by
the £3,000-a-term La Sagasse School has
forced the institution’s closure. Governors
at La Sagasse said that they had no
choice but to close the school because of
falling pupil numbers and the new “un-
tenable” rent demand. The closure leaves
more than 200 pupils searching for new
schools and 44 staft seeking work. The sis-
ters defended their decision, saying: “We
have been subsidising the school for
many years but we have financial obliga-
tions and responsibilities to help our
communities in developing countries.”

New bishop for Lancaster

Bishop Michael Campbell was ordained
in St Peter’s Cathedral, Lancaster this week,
at a service attended by Cardinal Cormac
Murphy-O’Connor, Cardinal Keith O’Brien
and 32 bishops. The new bishop, who
will serve as co-adjutor to Bishop Patrick
O’Donoghue in Lancaster, was the first Au-
gustinian to be episcopally ordained in
England since the Reformation.

Force loses top Catholic officer
Northern Ireland’s most senior Catholic
police officer has stepped down to become
chief executive of Co-operation Ireland,
which seeks to promote better relations
between people on either side of the bor-
der. Assistant chief constable Peter Sheri-
dan was considered a possible successor
to Sir Hugh Orde as chief constable. In
Northern Ireland 24 per cent of the po-
lice service is now Catholic, with 50 per
cent of all new recruits coming from the
Catholic community. Mr Sheridan said that
he hoped for a time when there was no
need actively to recruit equal numbers of
Catholics and Protestants.

HOUSE TO LET

WEXFORD IRELAND
Peaceful house of character, suit retreat
group or family. Large circular room.
Sleeps 12. Spacious grounds, own tennis
court, quiet sandy beach Iminute’s walk,
adjacent Seafield golf course. Secluded.
Tel: 00 353 1 2819807

Classified Advertisement Rates

£15.50 per single column centimetre
(minimum size 2cms, £31.00) Box No: £3.50.
10% Series discount with 10 insertions.

Copy deadline: first post Monday preceding publication date.

Further details please call +44 (0) 20 8748 8484
Prices subject to 17.5% VAT

BED AND BREAKFAST

LONDON: B&B
Centrally located in comfortable family

homes. Direct transport to attractions, air-
ports. TV in rooms. Double £50 per night.

Single £36 per night.

Children’s reductions.

Tel: 020 7385 4904

www.thewaytostay.co.uk
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DIOCESE OF BATH AND WELLS Makin Custom Built Church Organs ...

Social Justice and Environment Adviser

Changing Lives, Changing Churches, Changing Communities

?Wy(f({f/" (_""A[H’(,’“/ voe

www.bathandwells.org.uk ¢/ ... with the sound of a Makin Organ

. . . With showrooms in Shaw ( Lancs) and
This full-time newly created post for a lay or ordained : ; : = EARE
. .. it K missi Il d Mixbury (Oxon) why not come and take a

person s an exciting opportunity to.wor missionally an look at our extensive range of organs. From

ecumenically across Somerset, helping the local church to one to four mameal with illuminated tab and

engage creatively and effectively with environmental and drawstop contral we are confident we will

social - justice issues and projects. have something to meet your needs and
viour basdeet
Salary: £32,000 per annum ! =

(An ordained appointee: stipend plus house, or allowance) Why not call us today for your FREE
demonstration CD and literature or make an

Interviews will be held in Wells on Monday 19 May 2008 appointment 1o come and | ilay instrumernns
at vour leisure?

For information and application details please contact:
Mrs Helen Hickman, The Old Deanery, Wells BA5 2UG

Makin is the UK's leading manufacturer.

Why settle for less?
{% Mﬁkll'l JOHANNUS
Cherck Cirgan Brakiers

Makin Organs Lod, Sovercign Howse, 30 Manchester Road, Shaw, Lancashire, CH2 TDE
Tel: 01706 338100 salesiamakinomgans.couk

Telephone: 01749 685104 Email: cfm@bathwells.anglican.org
Closing date for applications: 25 April 2008

at www.makinorgans.co.uk

St Nicholas
7/ Hospice

PROPERTY TO SELL? Have you property to sell, which may be of interest to
fellow readers - e.g. in the location of a school, church or religious
foundation? If so, then why not advertise in our classified column? A simple
advertisement yields surprising results. For more details, please contact: The
Advertisement Department, THE TABLET, 1 King Street Cloisters,

Hardwick Lane, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 2QY

“Care for the Living, Choices for the Dying”

St Nicholas Hospice is entering an exciting period of growth
into the community with Hospice at Home, enabling us to offer our
services to people in their own homes.

Chaplain

Full-time or Job share

Salary £25,000 - £29,000 subject to Job Evaluation,
pro rata part-time

Are you able to be alongside people in times of uncertainty and
suffering?

Are you able to recognise and address the spiritual distress that can be
present during the crisis of life-threatening illness?

St Nicholas Hospice is looking for an experienced and enthusiastic
chaplain to lead its chaplaincy volunteers in meeting the spiritual
needs of patients and families, helping them achieve the best possible
quality of life in coping with illness.

As a member of the hospice multidisciplinary team the chaplain
provides pastoral care to St Nicholas staff and volunteers, and will
need to work effectively with individuals, groups and families, often
within short timescales, across inpatient, outpatient, day therapy and
community services.

To apply for this position you will need:

e To be an ordained Minister or hold an equivalent office with
pastoral qualification

Significant experience post-ordination or in Hospital Chaplaincy
Ability to address spiritual issues in a secular context

The ability to work as part of an interdisciplinary team
Counselling and teaching skills

For further information and an informal discussion,
please call David Rushton, Head of Family Support or
Jackie Saunders, Clinical Services Director on 01284 766133

For an information pack and application form please contact our
recruitment line on 01284 715550

Email: kaynewman@stnh.org.uk

Closing date: 28 April 2008
Please visit our website www.stnh.org.uk

Registered charity number 287773

Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY. Tel: 020 8748 8484

ST PETER’S CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

A high performing maths and computing, RATL and training
school, in Gloucester

Ofsted - “An outstanding school”

Section 48 - “An outstanding school”
Required September 2008

HEAD OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

TLR1-3

To lead and manage the continued improvement of a dedicated and
successful RE Department and contribute to the leadership of an
outstanding school. We will require you to have exhibited, through
your classroom performance, your exam success and contribution to
your school, that you have the potential to be an outstanding leader in
Catholic education. It is essential that you have a proven record of
successfully teaching across the age and ability range to university-
entrance level. We will offer you the advice, support and freedom to
progress your leadership qualities both as a departmental leader and
as a key middle leader in our school. As a training school St Peter’s
will be committed to your development; we will expect you to ensure
the positive personal and academic development of every young
person who will pass through your department each year.

It may be possible for us to contribute to your removal expenses.
However, what is most important to the Governors is that you are
excited by the challenge of helping a high-performing school and
department develop even further for the benefit of the young people
we serve. Yes, it is a highly demanding role, but it will also offer you a
fantastic opportunity to further your career in Catholic education and
possibly progress to senior management in the future.

For further details write to Jim Stenson, MBE, BSc Hons, c¢/o the
School, or for an initial discussion phone 01452 509217 and speak to
Larry Montagu, OBE, Headteacher.

Applications by letter with CV naming two referees to Mr Jim
Stenson, MBE, BSc (Hons), Chair of Governors, c/o St Peter’s
Catholic High School, Stroud Road, Gloucester GL4 0DD by
Wednesday 23 April 2008.
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

VOCATIONS

WANTED

DEATHS

PEACEFUL, private accommodation for
holiday, retreat, or rest for priests and
Religious in lovely Windsor country.
Cottages for 1-6 people, every
convenience. Near Heathrow and Henley.
Apply: St John’s Convent, Kiln Green,
Reading RG10 9XP. Tel: 0118 940 2964.

MALIN, CO. DONEGAL
Self-catering cottage in Inishowen
Peninsula - 40 minutes from Derry City.
Sleeps 4. Walking, golf and peace.
Weather unpredictable.
www.inishowencottages.net
Tel: 00353 7493 70792

‘GOOSEYFE’

Tiny, self-catering annexe to fishing
cottage on quay, Wells-next-the-Sea,
North Norfolk. Sea view, Walsingham

close. Sleeps one or two.
Inspiring retreat or rest.
Tel: 01328 710995 www.gooseye.co.uk

FRANCE: VEZELAY (Burgundy).
Medieval house in World Heritage Site
village. Near Basilica: sung offices with
Jerusalem Community.

Ideal for private retreats. Sleeps 6.
Reductions for clergy and Religious.
Visit www.vezelayhouse.eu or
Tel: 0191 384 7500

ALGARVE VILLA
One double bed with en suite
bathroom and cot, two twin-bedded
rooms shared bathroom, sitting room
(sofabed), dining room, kitchen,
terrace, pool, extensive garden,
50m from beach, 10 mins to
well-provisioned village.
Tel: 01223 812120
Email: jjt3@cantab.net

SALVATORIANS Priests and Brothers,
living in communities serving the Church,
using our gifts and abilities to make Jesus our
Saviour known. For further information about
our life and work here in Britain and abroad
please write to: Father Alex McAllister SDS,
Vocations Director, Salvatorian Community,
11 Castle St, Thornbury, Bristol BS35 IHA

SOCIETY OF FRANCISCAN PILGRIMS
Late vocations for celibate men and women
under 50. A “different’ church-approved form
of consecrated life.

Please call 01635 552240 or visit
www.totalcatholic.com/vocations

WANTED
Large wardrobes, bookcases, tables
and chairs, desks and cabinets.
House clearances undertaken.
All rubbish cleared. Cash paid.
Barbican Furniture Company
Tel: 020 8677 9477

HERMITAGES

THE PORTIUNCULA
An experience of solitude in the spirit of
St Francis of Assisi. Five hermitages in a
fraternal setting in rural Derbyshire.
For more information contact Sr Patricia
The Portiuncula, St Clare’s Convent, Stretton
Road, Clay Cross, Derbys S45 9AQ

the future.

Applications by 9 May 2008
Interviews on 13 June 2008

email relsdon@sarum.ac.uk

SARUM

College
The Trustees of Sarum College, Salisbury, seek to appoint a
Principal with drive and enthusiasm to take it to the next
stage of development, securing its future as a dynamic
centre of research and teaching in theology and spirituality
which meets the needs of laity and clergy in the present and

Details may be obtained from Rosie Elsdon, Sarum
College, 19 The Close, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2EE or

THE SISTERS OF LA RETRAITE
(Britain & Ireland) announce the death
of Sister Grace Major (Mother Mary
Joseph) who died very peacefully, aged
99, 25 March 2008, in the Burnham
Nursing & Residential Home,
Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset.

A Requiem Mass was celebrated on
1 April 2008 at the Church of Our Lady
and the English Martyrs.

LECTURES

Brentwood Diocesan Adult Religious
Education Service
A Day with Revd Dr Gerald O’Collins SJ
‘Did Jesus rise from the dead’?
‘Why does it matter?

Saturday 19 April 10.00am - 3.30pm
at the Cathedral Conference Centre,
Brentwood
Cost £10
For booking Tel: 01277 265219
or emailare& fm@dioceseofbrentwood.org

SABBATICALS

Formation Consultation
Services
We provide unique, flexible and
holistic sabbatical programs within a
nurturing small community
atmosphere. Programs are tailored
specifically to each participant’s needs.
Program details are located on our
website which also offers a helpful
selection of articles on formation for
free downloading.
Tel: USA (001) 508-234-6540
Email: formation@fcs-bilotta.com

www.fes-bilotta.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW to THE TABLET

HOW TO ORDER

Visit www.thetablet.co.uk/pages/subscribe
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All subscriptions enquiries should be sent to:
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