Booth accuses male clerics of discrimination

Abigail Frymann

RELIGION AND culture should never be used
as an excuse to discriminate against women
and deny them their fundamental human
rights, Cherie Booth, wife of former Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair, said this week.

Ms Booth, a Catholic and leading human
rights lawyer, said on Wednesday that it was
usually male clerics who interpreted the
teachings of their faith in ways that led to
women being discriminated against and suf-
fering hardship.

Speaking to an audience at Chatham
House in London, she said the essential dig-
nity of the individual was recognised by all the

great faiths and all the great faiths may be used
as an instrument for women’s empowerment.
“There are those who defend discrimination
... by reference to differing cultural and reli-
gious standards. But rights can’t be watered
down. They belong to every one of us. Rights
are a gift from God.”

In areference to Islamic law Ms Booth said:
“Itis not laid down in the Qur’an that women
can be beaten by their husband or that their
evidence should be devalued, as it is in some
Islamic courts.” Women in Egypt, she added,
were subject to a far less efficient divorce sys-
tem than their husbands, leading many to stay
in abusive marriages rather than risk losing
their children and ending up on the streets.

Earlier, on the Today programme on BBC
Radio 4, Ms Booth referred to her own Catholic
background when asked about the controversy
over Muslim women’s dress, particularly the
wearing of the full veil. She pointed out that
her mother and other female relatives had worn
veils to Mass and that she had been educat-
ed by nuns. She said she had no problem with
women choosing to dress modestly but feared
that the full veil hindered self-expression.

“If you get to the stage where a woman is
not able to express her personality because we
cannot see her face, then we do have to ask
whether this is something that is actually ac-
knowledging the woman’s right to be a per-
son,” she said.

ACCOMMODATION WANTED

WANTED TASTEFUL FURNISHED
room with own bathroom/shower for
single woman/writer in inner London

near Westminster Cathedral,Victoria if

possible or anywhere within a bus ride or
Tube station for Holy Missa and the Eu-
charist.Willing to pay c.£110 per week.
RSVP 020 460 6149 or mobile
07504359865 or
email Veronicah61@hotmail.com

PROPERTY TO SELL? Have you
property to sell, which may be of
interest to fellow readers — e.g. in
the location of a school, church or
religious foundation? If so, then
why not advertise in our classified
column? A simple advertisement
yields surprising results. For more
details, please contact: The
Advertisement Department,
THE TABLET, 1 King Street
Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London
W6 0GY. Tel: 020 8748 8484

HOUSE FOR SALE

PERSONAL

COTSWOLD MARKET TOWN
House for sale, close to Catholic
church and primary school. Four bed-
rooms, ground floor commercial,
three rooms with separate entrance.
Mature garden, domestic parking.
£400,000. Write to Box no. 3540

WHEN REPLYING to box
numbers please address the letter
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A proven way 1o meel people
of all ages who shane your faith
= lor frienclihip and redationships

“A highly supportive
and personalised service™

PO Box BA7T Bimangham B17 9TE

St Gemma’s Hospice, Leeds

Spiritual Care Coordinator
One-year fixed term contract in the first instance
37.5 hours per week
Salary £22,886 to £31,004 per annum
(pay award pending)

St Gemma's Hospice, founded by the Sisters of the Cross and Passion,
is the largest specialist palliative unit in Yorkshire and one of the
largest in the UK. Based to the north of the city of Leeds, we employ
over 200 staff and pride ourselves on the excellent care we provide to
local people with cancer and other life-threatening illnesses and sup-
port for their families.

An exciting new opportunity has arisen for a Christian, in good stand-
ing with their faith community and with relevant professional qualifi-
cations such as a degree in Theology or Pastoral Ministry with post-
qualification pastoral experience. The person would need to be inter-
ested in developing their pastoral and communication skills within the
context of a hospice and specialist palliative care unit. Although St
Gemma's is a Catholic foundation it offers specialist palliative care
within the multi-faith, multi-cultural community of Leeds.

The post-holder will be part of a small Ecumenical Spiritual Care
team and will have learning opportunities to enhance and develop
communication and leadership skills, knowledge of palliative care
and integration of theory and practice within an education pro-
gramme.

The city of Leeds itself is thriving and vibrant with extensive leisure
and cultural opportunities, easy access to areas of outstanding beauty
in the Yorkshire Dales, Lake District and Peak District, excellent edu-
cational facilities and good transport networks.

The post is offered on a one-year, fixed term contract basis but may
lead to a substantive appointment at the end of the contract period.

For an informal discussion please contact Sister Brigid Murphy,
Director of Spiritual Care, on 0113 2185500 before 16 November
2007.

For an application pack please telephone our 24-hour recruitment line
on 0113 2185560.

Closing date: 16 November 2007. Interview date: 29 November 2007

as follows Box No., The Tablet,
1 King Street Cloisters,
Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY

0121 427 1286

www.friends1st.co.uk

Director S K

Jesuit Young Adult N4
Organisation

Are you an experienced leader looking for a new challenge?

A dynamic, energetic and visionary Director is needed to lead
and develop SIi Eile, a Jesuit organisation which works with
young adults.

SIi Eile justice and faith activities include international and
locally based volunteering, Gospel Choir masses, reflective
seminars and initiatives that empower individuals to engage in
leadership roles.

The personal qualities and experience required are as follows:

® An understanding and belief in the Jesuit ethos

@ A third level qualification in management (or equivalent
professional qualification)

® A track record in management, with at least 5 years’ rele-
vant working experience at senior level, including strate-
gic planning, team leadership and financial management

® Experience in Pastoral Ministry would be an advantage

Salary is dependent on experience and qualifications. Further
details on www.sli-eile.com and www.jesuit.ie To apply
please send covering letter and CV by 9 November 2007 to:

Director: Rory Halpin S)
Email: director@sli-eile.com
Phone: 01 888 0606
Address: 20 Upper Gardiner Street, Dublin 1
www.sli-eile.com
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

HOTELS

VOCATIONS

SITUATIONS VACANT

PEACEFUL, private accommodation for
holiday, retreat, or rest for Priests and
Religious in lovely Windsor country.
Cottages for 1-6 people, every
convenience. Near Heathrow and Henley.
Apply: St John’s Convent, Kiln Green,

Elizabeth Hotel, London SW1
Comfortable single, double, twin and
family rooms at moderate prices.
Situated in Eccleston Square, close to
Westminster. Call for our brochure or
visit www.elizabethhotel.com

SALVATORIANS Priests and Brothers,
living in communities serving the Church, using
our gifts and abilities to make Jesus our Saviour
known. For further information about our life and
work here in Britain and abroad please write to:
Father Alex McAllister SDS, Vocations Director,

) Salvatorian ~ Community, 11 Castle St,
Reading RG10 9XP. Tel: 0118 940 2964. Telephone: 020 7828 6812 Thornbury, Bristol BS35 THA
DONEGAL, INISHOWEN
Lovely 3-bed modern comfortable cottage WANTED ANNOUNCEMENTS
at Lisfannon beach in quiet cul-de-sac,
close to Buncrana town. Near historic WANTED
M S“e? at GélariantofAlla(clh and ?r‘if Large wardrobes, bookcases, tables BOOKA SPEAKER
onastery. Lontact www.donega'cottage and chairs, desks and cabinets.
forrent.com Tel: 07855 783228 House cleatances undertaken. from the Pattaya Orphanage
All rubbish cleared. Cash paid. Trust 020 7602 6203
BED AND BREAKFAST BarblcTZ‘l‘: Fo%'gé‘;;egs;’;“pa“y www.pattayaorphanage.org.uk
LONDON: B&B

Centrally located in comfortable family
homes. Direct transport to attractions,
airports. TV in rooms. Double £50 per

night. Single £36 per night.
Children’s reductions.
Tel: 020 7385 4904
www.thewaytostay.co.uk

SABBATICALS

Formation Consultation
Services
We provide unique, flexible and
holistic sabbatical programs within a
nurturing small community
atmosphere. Programs are tailored
specifically to each participant’s needs.
Program details are located on our
website which also offers a helpful
selection of articles on formation for
free downloading.
Tel: USA (001) 508-234-6540
Email: formation@fcs-bilotta.com
www.fes-bilotta.com

HOLLAND HOUSE
Retreat, Conference and Laity Centre

WARDEN

The Trustees wish to make an appointment when the present
Warden retires in the middle of next year. They require someone
who has the theological and creative capacity to develop the
House's vision and deliver its programme, and the administrative
ability to manage it.

The post is paid at the rate of an incumbent in the Diocese of
Worcester, with house provided.

Further details and application forms obtainable from
Holland House, Main Street, Cropthorne, nr Pershore,
Worcs WR10 3NB

www.hollandhouse.org email: enquiries@hollandhouse.org

Closing date for applications: 26 November 2007

St Beuno’s Jesuit
Spirituality Centre

EXPERIENCED
IGNATTAN-TRAINED

RETREAT GIVER

St Beuno’s have a vacancy for
an experienced retreat giver to
take up the post in early 2008.

The work will involve giving
individually guided retreats and
spirituality courses. The post is

full-time and residential.

Further details:
www.beunos.com

Interested? Send CV before the
end of November to:
The Director, St Beuno’s,
St Asaph LL17 0AS, UK
01745 583444
director@beunos.com

Tablet Binders Order from: The
Tablet, 1 King Street Cloisters,
Clifton Walk, London W6 0GY.
Please enclose remittance with
order £7 each (three required for
one year). (P&P for -each:
UK £1.64, Europe and RoW
£2.40.)
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SUBSCRIBE NOW

Subscription rates for 1 year
United Kingdom
Irish Republic

Airmail — Europe

(inc. USA/Canada)

Fax: +44 (0) 1858 469804

£93.50 should be sent to:
€148/£98
€150/£99

Airmail — Worldwide £112.9?<Ld§§§182 Lathkill Street

Airspeed (USA/Canada only) US$162 Market Harborough
CANS$189 LE16 9EF

Call 01858 438807 overscas +44 1858 438807

8am to 9.30pm Monday to Friday, 8am to 4pm Saturday
Email: tablet@ subscription.co.uk
Please allow fourteen days for the processing of your order

All subscriptions enquiries

TABLET SUBSCRIPTIONS

Tower House Name of account holder

[J 1 wish to pay by Direct Debit [ £24 quarterly

[1 £93.50 yearly
Please fill in the whole form using a ballpoint pen:

DI Hg?l’

Bank/ Building Society account no

To: The Manager

Branch Sort Code

Name and full postal address of Bank or Building Society

Surname

Yes, please send me a subscription for 1 year (51 issues)

Title First Name

electronically to my Bank/ Building Society.

Email address

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society. Please pay The Tablet
Direct Debits from the account detailed in this Instruction subject to the
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. | understand that this
Instruction may remain with The Tablet and if so details will be passed

Originator’s.
Identification
Number

930159

Date

Signature

Address

[ Cheque enclosed payable to The Tablet or [] please debit my:
Visa/MasterCard/ Amex/Switch/Maestro for the sum of £

Country Post/Zip Code

Telephone

Cardnumber:‘\\\‘\\\‘\\\‘\\\‘\\‘

Expiry date: \_A_‘_A_‘ Switch/Maestro Issue no or valid from:

Signed:

your Bank or Building Society. Please also send a copy of the letter to us.

statement from their Tutor/ Head of Department.

The Direct Debit Guarantee. This Guarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Societies that take
part in the Direct Debit scheme. The efficiency and security of the Scheme is monitored and protected
by your own Bank or Building Society. If the amounts to be paid or the payment dates change The
Tablet will notify you in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If an error is
made by The Tablet or by your Bank or Building Society, you are guaranteed a full and immediate
refund from your branch of the amount paid. You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by writing to

The Tablet will use the personal information supplied by you to furnish you with details
of subscription rates and related information

Please tick the box if you DO NOT wish your details to be used for internal promotions
by The Tablet Publishing Co Ltd O

Please tick the box if you DO NOT wish to receive information about products and
services from other carefully selected companies [0

Student rate of 50% to all full-time students whose applications should be accompanied by a signed
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38 | THE TABLET | 3 November 2007




	Booth accuses male clerics of discrimination



