Church must develop career path for laity

Natasha Lavattiata
In Coventry

A SENIOR English diocesan official has
called for a clear career structure to be put in
place to encourage lay people who want to serve
the Church.

Nicky Stevens, Head of the Department for
Pastoral Formation at the Diocese of
Portsmouth, told delegates at a two-day con-
ference exploring the theology of vocation,
church authority and women, and the Church’s
management and mission, that there were cur-
rently obstacles in the pathway of laity pur-
suing a position in the Church.

She spoke personally of her struggle to find
arole that could make use of her skills, which
include a theology degree from Heythrop Col-
lege, London, a postgraduate degree in adult
education and a master’s in theology, and told
delegates meeting on Saturday at Coventry’s
Britannia Hotel that she herself had had to
rely on informal contacts for advice about open-
ings in the Church. When she left Heythrop,

she said she undertook voluntary work for
church organisations and later worked for a
parish in Southwark.

At the end of her speech to the conference,
organised by the Joint Dialogue Group drawn
from the National Board of Catholic Women
and the Bishops’ Conference of England and
Wales, Ms Stevens had an uncompromising
message for the Church: “Make room for our
brothers and sisters. We forget that we are in
this together.”

While the over-arching theme of the con-
ference was the Universal Call to Holiness, it
also sought to highlight the place of women
in the Church, which, despite Pope Benedict’s
appeal for women to “look for their right place
in the Church”, came under fire from anoth-
er of the speakers.

Sr Helen Costigane, member of the Soci-
ety of the Holy Child Jesus, who teaches canon
law and Christian ethics at Heythrop College,
said the Church appeared reluctant to ac-
knowledge its responsibility to encourage
women to use their gifts. “There’s an elephant

in the room that needs to be acknowledged
and discussed. It's something we are all
aware of but no one wants to mention it,” she
said.

Referring to the new importance of the laity,
Sr Helen explained that the Second Vatican
Council changed the position of lay people.
Prior to the Council she said that lay people
had been considered secondary to clergy but
subsequently it was made clear that they were
equal and together made up Christ’s faithful.

Canon law also made it clear that the laity
could be given positions of authority and Sr
Helen quoted Canon 129, which states:
“Those who are in sacred orders are, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of law, capable
of the power of governance... this is also called
the power of jurisdiction. Lay members of
Christ’s faithful can cooperate in the exercise
of this same power in accordance with the law.”

However, Sr Helen claimed that in the
parishes there were still priests who resisted
the laity encroaching on what they saw as their
territory or “garden”.
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Applications are invited for the post of Roman Catholic
Chaplain, to work within Hope's ecumenical Chaplaincy
team.

The person appointed, who may be a priest, religious or
lay woman or man, will promote all the major aspects of
Christian ministry and discipleship. He or she will be a
graduate (or equivalent), a committed and practising
Catholic, in good standing with the Roman Catholic
Church and equipped theologically, spiritually and pas-
torally to represent the Catholic Church in a higher edu-
cation context. The person appointed will demonstrate
a realistic awareness of the current context of higher
education in the UK and will have the capacity to relate
positively, warmly and sympathetically to students, to
work collaboratively with staff, to animate the faith com-
munity at Hope, and to articulate effectively the bearing
of the Gospel on institutional and community life.

The appointment will be for a fixed period of one year,
commencing on or around 26 March 2007.

For further information and an application form please
contact us using the details below.

Liverpool Hope University
Human Resources, Hope Park, Liverpool L16 9JD

tel: 0151 291 3390/3661 (24 hours)
email: jobs@hope.ac.uk

www.hope.ac.uk/hr
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The Iona Community is coming to the end of another very busy
season and are once again preparing for its usual staff
changeover.

The Iona Community is an inclusive ecumenical Christian
community seeking new ways of living the gospel in today’s
world. There will be vacancies for the following resident staff
posts at the centres on the Isle of Iona:

ASSISTANT SHOP MANAGER (1 or 3-year post)
(main responsibility is the book department)
MACLEOD CENTRE HOUSEKEEPER (10-month post)
Starting ASAP

Resident staff receive full board and lodgings and a monthly
allowance. Applicants will have Christian commitment and be in
sympathy with the aims and purposes of the lona Community.
Along with doing a job they should be prepared to share fully in
the common life, which includes welcoming guests, building
community and daily worship.

For full details and an application form please visit our website:
www.iona.org.uk or contact: Staff Coordinator, Iona Abbey,
Isle of Iona, Argyll PA76 6SN, Tel: 01681 700404, Fax: 01681
700772, Email: staffing.office@iona.org.uk, stating clearly
which post(s) you are interested in. An application form must be
completed and sent to the above address.

Closing date for all posts: 22 February 2007

Hawkstone Hall

Redemptorist International Pastoral Centre
Course Secretary

For over thirty years, Hawkstone Hall has provided Renewal
Courses and retreats for Religious, priests, and lay people
worldwide. The Redemptorist Trustees wish to appoint a
Course Secretary on the retirement of the present post
holder. The Course Secretary is a key post within the
administrative team, working closely with the Director of
Courses and the Rector to promote the mission and ministry
of Hawkstone Hall.

Applications are invited from practising Catholics with
proven administrative experience. The successful applicant
for this full-time, non-residential post will have excellent
communication and interpersonal skills and be a competent
IT user across a range of software programs. Salary to be
negotiated depending on qualifications and experience.
For further details and an application pack, please contact:
The Rector: Fr Maurice P. O’Mahony CSsR
Tel: 01630 695242
Email: mpomahony48@aol.com

Hawkstone Hall, Marchamley,
Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 5LG

Application closing date: Friday 16 February 2007
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION PROPERTY FOR SALE SOCIETIES HOTELS

PEACEFUL, private accommodation for Elizabeth Hotel, London SW1
: . GORING BY SEA,WEST SUSSEX SOCIETY OF FRANCISCAN 1zabe otel, London

holiday, retreat, or rest for Priests and PILGRIMS Comfortable single, double, twin and

Religious in lovely Windsor country.
Cottages for 1-6 people, every
convenience. Near Heathrow and Henley.
Apply: St John’s Convent, Kiln Green,
Reading RG10 9XP. Tel: 0118 940 2964.

3-bed semi, 2 recep, close to Catholic church
and schools, 5 minutes’ walk from beach.
Bathroom & separate shower, fully double
glazed, GFCH, good size garden, quiet
location. £265,000, Tel: 01903 248217

A modern, canonically approved society
for young or mature women or men as
celibates in Vows or married associates.
www.soc-franciscanpilgrims.co.uk
Tel. 01635 552240

family rooms at moderate prices. Situated
in Eccleston Square, close to

Westminster. Call for our brochure or visit
www.elizabethhotel.com
Telephone: 020 7828 6812

ROME AND VENICE
Small family business offers
central holiday apartments
www.aplaceinrome.com
www.aplaceinvenice.com
chris.larkman@btinternet.com
Tel: 020 8543 2283

TUSCANY, LUCCA AREA
Two superb, all-year-round apartments
in Lucca within the city walls. Also
farmhouses and cottages in surrounding
hills. Medieval churches, great restaurants.
Tel: 020 7278 0672
Email: elisabethbond@onetel.com

INISHOWEN, CO. DONEGAL
Self-catering cottage overlooking Trawbreaga
Bay, near Malin Town. Sleeps 4. Extraordinary
views. Lonely beaches. Weather haphazard.
Walking, golf or idleness. Tel: 00353 7493 70985
Website:www.inishowencottages.com
Email:tomfinnigan@eircom.net

ST MARTHA’S CONVENT
house of welcome and peace in the
charming historic village of
Rottingdean by the sea. For holidays,
quiet breaks, private retreats. Ensuite
rooms, home cooking, private chapel.
5 minutes from church.
Minimum stay 2 nights.

SAE for brochure to St Martha’s
Convent, Rottingdean,

E. Sussex BN2 7HA Tel: 01273 302354

VOCATIONS

SALVATORIANS

Priests and Brothers, living in communities
serving the Church, using our gifts and abilities
to make Jesus our Saviour known. For further
information about our life and work here
in Britain and abroad please write to: Father
Henry Nevin, SDS, Vocations Director,
St Saviour's Preshytery, 96 The Crescent,
Abbots Langley, Herts WD5 0DS.

SABBATICALS

TRUST

Formation Consultation
Services
We provide unique, flexible and
holistic sabbatical programs within a
nurturing small community
atmosphere. Programs are tailored
specifically to each participant’s
needs. Program details are located on
our website which also offers a helpful
selection of articles on formation for
free downloading.
Tel: USA 508-234-6540
Email: formation@fcs-bilotta.com
www.fes-bilotta.com

HOLY ROOD TRUST

The object of the Trust is to enable
and support the life of contemplative
religious communities in England,
Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland. The Trust is a registered
Charity No 266602. Any donations
and legacies to the Holy Rood Trust at
70 St George’s Square, London
SW1V 3RD quoting reference
“Tablet’ would be gratefully received.

PROPERTY TO SELL? Have you property to sell, which may be of interest to fellow
readers - e.g. in the location of a school, church or religious foundation? If so, then why
not advertise in our classified column? A simple advertisement yields surprising results.
For more details, please contact: The Advertisement Department, THE TABLET,
1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0QZ. Tel: 020 8748 8484

Northampton Youth Ministry Office
RC Diocese of Northampton
This dynamic and creative youth ministry team is readvertising for a
Youth Project Assistant
This existing extended administrative post supports the events and
communications of the youth office, covering all aspects of our work.
May suit recent graduate or someone looking to change careers.
Salary £18K-22K, based in Princes Risborough
For more information, please contact Avril Baigent, NYMO,
Ker Anna Centre, Aylesbury Rd, Princess Risborough HP27 0JN
01844 273337, avril@nymo.org.
Job description and application pack available online at
www.nymo.org/jobs

DRISCOLL HOUSE HOTEL

200 rooms
£150 per week or
£30 per day
partial board
Apply
172 New Kent Road
London SE14YT

Tel: 020 7703 4175
Fax: 020 7703 8013

BED AND BREAKFAST

LONDONB & B
In central, quiet, comfortable family homes.
Direct transport to attractions, airports.
TV in rooms. Double £50 per night.
Single £36 per night. Children’s reductions
Tel: 020 7385 4904
www.thewaytostay.co.uk

Anglo-Italian family welcome
pilgrims and visitors to our B&B.
Homely atmosphere.
http://www.garibaldibnb.com
email: info@garibaldibnb.com

Tablet Binders

Order from: The Tablet,

1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton
Walk, London W6 0QZ

Please enclose remittance with
order £7 each

(three required

for one year).

Closing date: 14 February

Interviewing date: 16 February

(P&P for each: UK £1.64,
Europe and ROW £2.40
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Faculty Position - Missiology

Washington Theological Union, a Roman Catholic graduate
school of theology and ministry, announces a full-time
faculty position in the field of Mission and Cross-cultural
Studies beginning Fall 2007.

Applicants should possess a PhD or DMin in mission
theology with pastoral experience in both foreign and multi-
cultural ministry in the United States (preferably with
Hispanics) and be prepared to teach two core courses
(Catholicism in the Global Context and Catholicism in
American Culture) and develop electives.

Upon enquiry, course syllabi, program goals and other
activities will be supplied. Rank and duration of
appointment are open; preference will be given to
applicants from Union corporate religious communities.

Send letter of application with curriculum vitae: Dean’s
Office, Washington Theological Union, 6896 Laurel St.,
NW, Washington, DC 20012.

Application deadline: 23 March 2007. Tel: 202 541 5219;
email: korba@wtu.edu; website: www.wtu.edu
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