Letter from Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor to
Tony Blair and members of the Cabinet, 22 January 2007

Dear Prime Minister and Members of the
Cabinet,

It has always been the wish of the Catholic
Church in this country to work with the Gov-
ernment for the common good of its people.
We believe we do this in matters of social care,
education and in many other ways. Catholic
teaching urges us to do this, and we do it glad-
ly in a spirit of cooperation.

We would, however, have a serious difficulty
with the proposed regulations on discrimina-
tion on grounds of sexual orientation in the
provision of goods and services if they required
our adoption agencies to consider homosexual
couples as potential adoptive parents.

The Catholic Church utterly condemns all
forms of unjust discrimination, violence,
harassment or abuse directed against people
who are homosexual. Indeed the Church
teaches that they must be accepted with
respect, compassion and sensitivity. We, there-
fore, recognise many elements of recent legis-
lation - including much in the Northern
Ireland Regulations - that takes steps to
ensure that no such discrimination takes place.

What, then, is the problem? It is that to
oblige our agencies in law to consider adoption
applications from homosexual couples as
potential adoptive parents would require them
to act against the principles of Catholic teach-
ing. We require our agencies to recruit and
approve appropriate married and single
people to meet the needs of children in local
authority care for whom adoption has been
identified as being in their best interest. We
place significant emphasis on marriage, as it is
from the personal union of a man and a woman
that new life is born and it is within the loving
context of such a relationship that a child can
be welcomed and nurtured. Marital love
involves an essential complementarity of male
and female. We recognise that some children,

particularly those who have suffered abuse and
neglect, may well benefit from placement with
a single adoptive parent.

However, Catholic teaching about the foun-
dations of family life, a teaching shared not
only by other Christian Churches but also
other faiths, means that Catholic adoption
agencies would not be able to recruit and con-
sider homosexual couples as potential adoptive
parents.

We believe it would be unreasonable, unnec-
essary and unjust discrimination against
Catholics for the Government to insist that if
they wish to continue to work with local
authorities, Catholic adoption agencies must
act against the teaching of the Church and
their own consciences by being obliged in law
to provide such a service.

Catholic adoption agencies have readily
accepted their responsibility to provide an
informative, sympathetic and helpful service to
all those who enquire about adoption, whether
or not they meet the agency’s criteria for
acceptance for assessment. Catholic adoption
agencies welcome adoptive applicants from
any or no religious background. Homosexual
couples are referred to other agencies where
their adoption application may be considered.
This “signposting” responsibility is taken very
seriously by all Catholic adoption agencies.

This 1s an appeal for “fair play”, particularly
for those many children, Catholic or not, who
continue to benefit from the widely recognised,
professional and committed adoption services
provided through our Catholic adoption agen-
cies. Giving protection to the rights of Catholic
adoption agencies to act with integrity will pre-
serve an excellent and highly valued adoption
service, representing 32 per cent of the volun-
tary adoption sector, with an outstanding
record of finding stable and loving homes for
some of the most disadvantaged children in
society - including children who have been
abused, physically, sexually and emotionally;

children with disability and limited life
expectancy; and large sibling groups who need
a family where they can grow up together.
Catholic adoption agencies continue to excel in
their commitment and acknowledged success
in securing and sustaining adoptive families
for such children whilst maintaining the low-
est rates of adoption disruption in the UK.

Our agencies receive fees from local authori-
ties directly linked to their adoption work. In
addition they are supported generally by the
Catholic church community. Catholics con-
tribute generously both by offering themselves
as potential adoptive parents and through the
financial contributions they make. They do
this because they believe the Catholic Church
should contribute to the common good in this
way. It is this voluntary contribution that
ensures additional support services of a very
high standard being sustained for children and
families, often over many years, by the Catholic
voluntary adoption sector.

Our agencies have an excellent track record,
which is well documented by the Commission
for Social Care in their Regulatory Inspection
Programme. It would be an unnecessary
tragedy if legislation forced the closure of
these adoption services, thereby significantly
reducing the potential resources of adoptive
families for the approximately 4,000 children
currently waiting for adoption placements.

This outcome is wholly avoidable. We urge
you to ensure that the regulations shortly to
be laid before Parliament enable our agencies
to continue their work with local authorities
for the common good. There is nothing to
lose, and children waiting for an adoptive
family have much to gain, by our continuing
successful collaboration.

Yours sincerely,

Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor
Archbishop of Westminster
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Closing date: 14th February

Northampton Youth Ministry Office

RC Diocese of Northampton

This dynamic and creative youth ministry team is readvertising for a

Youth Project Assistant

This existing extended administrative post supports the events and
communications of the youth office, covering all aspects of our work.
May suit recent graduate or someone looking to change careers.

Salary £18-22k, based in Princes Risborough

For more information, please contact Avril Baigent, NYMO,
Ker Anna Centre, Aylesbury Rd, Princes Risborough, HP27 OJN,
01844 273337, avril@nymo.org. Job description and application

pack available online at www.nymo.org/jobs

Interviewing date: 16th February

followed by refreshments.

SABBATICALS

Formation Consultation
Services
We provide unique, flexible and
holistic sabbatical programs within a
nurturing small community
atmosphere. Programs are tailored
specifically to each participant’s
needs. Program details are located on
our website which also offers a helpful
selection of articles on formation for
free downloading.
Tel: USA 508-234-6540
Email: formation@fcs-bilotta.com
www.fes-bilotta.com
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Cambridge
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St Mary's School is an independent Catholic girls’ school with &40 girls aged 4-18 years of whom
around 70 are boarders. Located in the heart of Cambridge, it has a reputation for academic success
and excellent pastoral care,

The Board of Governors is seeking an outstanding Head to succeed Mrs Jayne Triffitt, who has been
appointed Headmistress of Woldingham School from September 2007,

Moeminations and applications should be sent, in confidence, to Odgers Ray & Berndtson by 9th
February 2007 quoting reference IMW/14799/TAB. A candidate brief can be obtained from
www.odgers.com/14799

Further information on 5t Mary's can be found at wwwi.stmaryscambridge.co.uk
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION WANTED LAND FOR SALE PERSONAL
}l]’li%CEFUtL, lt)rivate accofmm]c))datiton fo(; WANTED POLAND IF PARAGRAPH 2358 of the
oliday, retreat, or rest for Priests an Large wardrobes, bookcases, tables Building plot for sale in Gdynia c f !
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Apply: St John’s Convent, Kiln Green, Barbican Furniture Company http://mysite.wanadoo- social group by writing to
Reading RG10 9XP. Tel: 0118 940 2964. Tel: 020 8677 9477 members.co.uk/gdynia Box 3436
ROME AND VENICE
: : FOR SALE
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cental holiday apartments Faculty Position — Missiology
www.aplaceinrome.com . . . . CATHOLIC GIFT BOXES:
Ch‘r‘l’:xrglgﬁggﬁ‘;&;"gm Washington Theological Union, a Roman Catholic Beautiful gift boxes to celebrate
“Tel: 020 8543 2283 graduate school of theology and ministry, announces a communion, confirmation,
full-time faculty position in the field of Mission and Wed‘;‘;%} ?fgfﬁeﬁf)ir?tfaby’
IRELAND, ~ WEST KERRY.  Dun Cross-cultural Studies beginning Fall 2007. visit www.aragonboxes.co.uk
Chaoin, overlooking Blasket Islands and .
set in rich natural and archacological Applicants should possess a PhD or DMin in mission
landscape. Modern well-equipped cottage, theol ith toral . in both forei d HOTELS
traditional style, sleeps 3, to rent weekly. €0 Aogy w1 pa§ _Ora qxpenenc;: n 6o oreign an
Tel: +44 (0) 1296 668565. multi-cultural ministry in the United States (preferably -
. . . Elizabeth Hotel, London SW1
with Hispanics) and be prepared to teach two core courses Gomfortable single, double, twin and
(Catholicism in the Global Context and Catholicism in family rooms at moderate prices. Situated

PERSONAL

in Eccleston Square, close to
Westminster. Call for our brochure or visit
www.elizabethhotel.com

Upon enquiry, course syllabi, program goals and other Telephone: 020 7828 6812

r‘D.l:'.i en d sﬁ I’St activities will be supplied. Rank and duration of

American Culture) and develop electives.

appointment are open; preference will be given to
A praven way 1o meet people applicants from Union corporate religious communities. 200 rooms
ol all sipes wisd share your fath £150 per week or
. ':"""f’h'p i Send letter of application with curriculum vitae: £30 per day
N‘“{:‘g”';"{’aﬁmr’:fa Dean’s Office, Washington Theological Union, pari‘:‘l l;oard

6896 Laurel Street, NW, Washington, DC 20012. PPty

PO Bax B377 Birmingham 817 9TE 172 New Kent Road
Application deadline: 23 March 2007. Tel: 202 541 London SE14YT

01 Zf'l 4?: 11 286 K 5219; email: korba@wtu.edu; website: www.wtu.edu Tel: 020 7703 4175
www.friendslst.co.u Fax: 020 7703 8013

WHEN REPLYING to box numbers please address the letter as follows Box No., The
Tablet, 1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0QZ

ST MARY's SCHOOL

Assistant Director

£34,986 - £39,132
Catholic Caring Services is looking for a committed and
skilled professional to provide inspirational and confident

leadership for its Adult and Community services and Shaftesbu ry
projects. &s a member of our Senior Management Team,
the Assistant Director will contribute to the strategic DORSET SP79LP

planning and management of the Charity as a whole, ) )
GSA Catholic Boarding and Day School
With good communication skills, passion for our mission, sound .

s P ’ 312 girls aged 9-18
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culture, vou will have creative opgorunities to develop innovatve SCHOOL CH S PL ’ I
responses to the needs of vulnerable people, adults who have N
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and Lancashire. Details of the Chanty can be viewed on Requlred for Septembel‘ 2007

..... L e L R

www cathaliccanngservices.org. uk or earlier by mutual arrangement
Catholic Canng Senvices’ excellent employment padkage includes . . . .

* Broadly NJC terms and conditions of service We wish to appoint a School Chaplain. We are seeking
* Local Government Pension Scheme someone who would become fully involved in

s Professional development osgportunities the faith life of a busy boarding school.

* Attractive work environment at Preston based HO

For details and an application pack please either telephone St Mary’s School is committed to safeguarding and
01772 732313, email jobs@catholicearingservices.org.uk or promoting the welfare of children and young people and
wiite to: Human Resources, Catholic Caring Services, expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.

218 Tulketh Road, Ashton-on-Ribble, Prestan PRZ 1ES.

Clesing date for applications: 12 February 2007 (12 noond
Provisional intervienw dates: 13 & 14 March 2007

An application pack may be obtained from
Mrs Jo Sampson, Head’s PA

Z - { C(% Telephone: 01747 857105
S :’*f {‘ “} iplamei . Fax: 01747 851557
EM b, ot CﬂﬂngSEWICES Email: headsec@st-marys-shaftesbury.co.uk
G b PRVERTOR BN PEOPLE Charity Mec 28021

Closing date: Friday 16 February 2007

www.st-marys-shaftesbury.co.uk

Estibsbed ko cons M yoars a6 s soiml coog agency’ 1 e D of Lisncastog
Carthobe Canng Seraces works aceoss: This community and values all poopls

wiwnwcatholicoarmgservices.org.uk
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