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Formation Consultation 
Services

We provide unique, flexible and
holistic sabbatical programs within a

nurturing small community
atmosphere. Programs are tailored
specifically to each participant’s

needs. Program details are located on
our website which also offers a helpful
selection of articles on formation for

free downloading.
Tel: USA 508-234-6540 

Email: formation@fcs-bilotta.com
www.fcs-bilotta.com

SABBATICALS

Memorial Mass 
Sister Elizabeth Lord SUSC

(Sister Anthony Maria)
died on 25 November 2006.

A Memorial Mass will be held
on 17 March 2007, 

12 noon, at the Church
of the Immaculate

Conception, Farm Street,
London W1 

followed by refreshments.

MEMORIAL MASSTEACHERS REQUIRED

TEACHERS
REQUIRED
for September 2007 for Catholic
boys’ secondary school in the
Caribbean.
For further details, email:
macveigh1@hotmail.com

Organ Scholarship
Applications are invited for

this postgraduate scholarship
which will become vacant on 

1 September 2007.

Full details may be obtained
from:

Music Administrator
Clergy House

42 Francis Street
London

SW1P 1QW

020 7798 9057
admin@masterofmusic.org

Closing date: 
Monday 12 February 2007

Auditions will be held in
February.

ORGAN SCHOLARSHIP Tablet binders
Order from: The Tablet,
1 King Street Cloisters,
Clifton Walk,
London W6 0QZ 
Please enclose remittance
with order £7 each (three
required for one year). P&P
for each: UK £1.64, Europe
and ROW £2.40

Dear Prime Minister and Members of the
Cabinet,

It has always been the wish of the Catholic
Church in this country to work with the Gov-
ernment for the common good of its people.
We believe we do this in matters of social care,
education and in many other ways. Catholic
teaching urges us to do this, and we do it glad-
ly in a spirit of cooperation.

We would, however, have a serious difficulty
with the proposed regulations on discrimina-
tion on grounds of sexual orientation in the
provision of goods and services if they required
our adoption agencies to consider homosexual
couples as potential adoptive parents.

The Catholic Church utterly condemns all
forms of unjust discrimination, violence,
harassment or abuse directed against people
who are homosexual. Indeed the Church
teaches that they must be accepted with
respect, compassion and sensitivity. We, there-
fore, recognise many elements of recent legis-
lation – including much in the Northern
Ireland Regulations – that takes steps to
ensure that no such discrimination takes place.

What, then, is the problem? It is that to
oblige our agencies in law to consider adoption
applications from homosexual couples as
potential adoptive parents would require them
to act against the principles of Catholic teach-
ing. We require our agencies to recruit and
approve appropriate married and single
people to meet the needs of children in local
authority care for whom adoption has been
identified as being in their best interest. We
place significant emphasis on marriage, as it is
from the personal union of a man and a woman
that new life is born and it is within the loving
context of such a relationship that a child can
be welcomed and nurtured. Marital love
involves an essential complementarity of male
and female. We recognise that some children,

particularly those who have suffered abuse and
neglect, may well benefit from placement with
a single adoptive parent.

However, Catholic teaching about the foun-
dations of family life, a teaching shared not
only by other Christian Churches but also
other faiths, means that Catholic adoption
agencies would not be able to recruit and con-
sider homosexual couples as potential adoptive
parents.

We believe it would be unreasonable, unnec-
essary and unjust discrimination against
Catholics for the Government to insist that if
they wish to continue to work with local
authorities, Catholic adoption agencies must
act against the teaching of the Church and
their own consciences by being obliged in law
to provide such a service.

Catholic adoption agencies have readily
accepted their responsibility to provide an
informative, sympathetic and helpful service to
all those who enquire about adoption, whether
or not they meet the agency’s criteria for
acceptance for assessment. Catholic adoption
agencies welcome adoptive applicants from
any or no religious background. Homosexual
couples are referred to other agencies where
their adoption application may be considered.
This “signposting” responsibility is taken very
seriously by all Catholic adoption agencies.

This is an appeal for “fair play”, particularly
for those many children, Catholic or not, who
continue to benefit from the widely recognised,
professional and committed adoption services
provided through our Catholic adoption agen-
cies. Giving protection to the rights of Catholic
adoption agencies to act with integrity will pre-
serve an excellent and highly valued adoption
service, representing 32 per cent of the volun-
tary adoption sector, with an outstanding
record of finding stable and loving homes for
some of the most disadvantaged children in
society – including children who have been
abused, physically, sexually and emotionally;

children with disability and limited life
expectancy; and large sibling groups who need
a family where they can grow up together.
Catholic adoption agencies continue to excel in
their commitment and acknowledged success
in securing and sustaining adoptive families
for such children whilst maintaining the low-
est rates of adoption disruption in the UK.

Our agencies receive fees from local authori-
ties directly linked to their adoption work. In
addition they are supported generally by the
Catholic church community. Catholics con-
tribute generously both by offering themselves
as potential adoptive parents and through the
financial contributions they make. They do
this because they believe the Catholic Church
should contribute to the common good in this
way. It is this voluntary contribution that
ensures additional support services of a very
high standard being sustained for children and
families, often over many years, by the Catholic
voluntary adoption sector.

Our agencies have an excellent track record,
which is well documented by the Commission
for Social Care in their Regulatory Inspection
Programme. It would be an unnecessary
tragedy if legislation forced the closure of
these adoption services, thereby significantly
reducing the potential resources of adoptive
families for the approximately 4,000 children
currently waiting for adoption placements.

This outcome is wholly avoidable. We urge
you to ensure that the regulations shortly to
be laid before Parliament enable our agencies
to continue their work with local authorities
for the common good. There is nothing to
lose, and children waiting for an adoptive
family have much to gain, by our continuing
successful collaboration.

Yours sincerely,

Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor
Archbishop of Westminster

Northampton Youth Ministry Office
RC Diocese of Northampton

This dynamic and creative youth ministry team is readvertising for a

Youth Project Assistant
This existing extended administrative post supports the events and 

communications of the youth office, covering all aspects of our work. 
May suit recent graduate or someone looking to change careers. 

Salary £18-22k, based in Princes Risborough

For more information, please contact Avril Baigent, NYMO, 
Ker Anna Centre, Aylesbury Rd, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN, 

01844 273337, avril@nymo.org. Job description and application 
pack available online at www.nymo.org/jobs

Closing date: 14th February       Interviewing date: 16th February

Letter from Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor to
Tony Blair and members of the Cabinet, 22 January 2007
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I wish to pay by Direct Debit        £22 quarterly     
£87 yearly 

Please fill in the whole form using a ballpoint pen:

Name of account holder ___________________________________________

Bank/ Building Society account no ______________________
Branch Sort Code

To: The Manager __________________________________________________

Name and full postal address of Bank or Building Society __________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
Instruction to your Bank or Building Society. Please pay The Tablet
Direct Debits from the account detailed in this Instruction subject to the
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this
Instruction may remain with The Tablet and if so details will be passed
electronically to my Bank/ Building Society.

Signature _______________________________________ Date ___________

Originator’s
Identification

Number
9 3 0 1 5 9

The Direct Debit Guarantee. This Guarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Societies that take
part in the Direct Debit scheme. The efficiency and security of the Scheme is monitored and protected
by your own Bank or Building Society. If the amounts to be paid or the payment dates change The
Tablet will notify you in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If an error is
made by The Tablet or by your Bank or Building Society, you are guaranteed a full and immediate
refund from your branch of the amount paid. You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by writing to
your Bank or Building Society. Please also send a copy of the letter to us.
Student rate of 50% to all full-time students whose applications should be accompanied by a signed
statement from their Tutor/ Head of Department.

SUBSCRIBE NOW
All subscriptions enquiries
should be sent to:

TABLET SUBSCRIPTIONS
Tower House, Lathkill Street
Market Harborough 
LE16 9EF

8am to 9.30pm Monday to Friday, 8am to 4pm Saturday

Please allow fourteen days for the processing of your order

Fax: +44 (0) 1858 469804      Email: tablet@subscription.co.uk

Yes, please send me a subscription for 1 year (51 issues)

Title __________________First Name _________________________________  

Surname ________________________________________________________

Email address ________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Country ________________________Post/Zip Code __________

Telephone ___________________________________________

Subscription rates for 1 year
United Kingdom £87
Irish Republic €140/£94.90
Airmail-Europe €145/£98.30
Airmail-Worldwide    £112.50/US$198
(inc. USA/Can)                       AUS$267
USA and Canada Airspeed    US$154

CAN$190

Call 01858 438807 Overseas +44 1858 438807

The Tablet will use the personal information supplied by you to furnish you with details
of subscription rates and related information

Please tick the box if you DO NOT wish your details to be used for internal promotions
by The Tablet Publishing Co Ltd

Please tick the box if you DO NOT wish to receive information about products and
services from other carefully selected companies

The Tablet Publishing Co. Ltd. Registered in England 311249.            3377

Cheque enclosed payable to The Tablet or      please debit my:

Visa/MasterCard/ Amex/Switch/Maestro for the sum of £ ______________

Card number:

Expiry date: Switch/Maestro Issue no or valid from: 

Signed: 

TABLET
THE
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HOTELS

DRISCOLL HOUSE HOTEL

200 rooms
£150 per week or

£30 per day
partial board

Apply
172 New Kent Road
London SE1 4YT

Tel: 020 7703 4175
Fax: 020 7703 8013

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

PEACEFUL, private accommodation for 
holiday, retreat, or rest for Priests and 
Religious in lovely Windsor country.
Cottages for 1–6 people, every 
convenience. Near Heathrow and Henley. 
Apply: St John’s Convent, Kiln Green,
Reading RG10 9XP. Tel: 0118 940 2964.

ROME AND VENICE
Small family business offers 
central holiday apartments
www.aplaceinrome.com
www.aplaceinvenice.com 

chris.larkman@btinternet.com
Tel: 020 8543 2283

Elizabeth Hotel, London SW1
Comfortable single, double, twin and

family rooms at moderate prices. Situated
in Eccleston Square, close to

Westminster. Call for our brochure or visit
www.elizabethhotel.com
Telephone: 020 7828 6812

LAND FOR SALE

POLAND
Building plot for sale in Gdynia.

Residential area near the sea.
Telephone: 01908 661983.
http://mysite.wanadoo-
members.co.uk/gdynia

FOR SALE

CATHOLIC GIFT BOXES:
Beautiful gift boxes to celebrate

communion, confirmation,
wedding anniversary, baby, 

prayer gift box etc
visit www.aragonboxes.co.uk

WHEN REPLYING to box numbers please address the letter as follows Box No., The
Tablet, 1 King Street Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0QZ

WANTED
Large wardrobes, bookcases, tables 

and chairs, desks and cabinets. 
House clearances undertaken. 
All rubbish cleared. Cash paid.
Barbican Furniture Company

Tel: 020 8677 9477

WANTED

PERSONAL

IRELAND, WEST KERRY. Dun
Chaoin, overlooking Blasket Islands and
set in rich natural and archaeological
landscape. Modern well-equipped cottage,
traditional style, sleeps 3, to rent weekly. 
Tel: +44 (0) 1296 668565.

PERSONAL

IF PARAGRAPH 2358 of the
Catechism applies to you and you are
also a Catholic priest, you may wish
to join our confidential support and

social group by writing to 
Box 3436

Faculty Position – Missiology
Washington Theological Union, a Roman Catholic
graduate school of theology and ministry, announces a
full-time faculty position in the field of Mission and
Cross-cultural Studies beginning Fall 2007. 

Applicants should possess a PhD or DMin in mission
theology with pastoral experience in both foreign and
multi-cultural ministry in the United States (preferably
with Hispanics) and be prepared to teach two core courses
(Catholicism in the Global Context and Catholicism in
American Culture) and develop electives. 

Upon enquiry, course syllabi, program goals and other
activities will be supplied. Rank and duration of
appointment are open; preference will be given to
applicants from Union corporate religious communities. 

Send letter of application with curriculum vitae:
Dean’s Office, Washington Theological Union,
6896 Laurel Street, NW, Washington, DC 20012. 

Application deadline: 23 March 2007. Tel: 202 541
5219; email: korba@wtu.edu; website: www.wtu.edu 

DORSET SP7 9LP
GSA Catholic Boarding and Day School

312 girls aged 9-18

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
Required for September 2007 

or earlier by mutual arrangement
We wish to appoint a School Chaplain. We are seeking

someone who would become fully involved in 
the faith life of a busy boarding school.

St Mary’s School is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and young people and

expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.

An application pack may be obtained from 
Mrs Jo Sampson, Head’s PA
Telephone: 01747 857105

Fax: 01747 851557
Email: headsec@st-marys-shaftesbury.co.uk

Closing date: Friday 16 February 2007
www.st-marys-shaftesbury.co.uk
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