Sixth-form college head suspended

Philip Crispin

THE PRINCIPAL of a Catholic sixth-form
college has been suspended after critical
reports from Ofsted and the local educa-
tion authority.

Governors at St Luke’s College, Sidcup,
south-east London, decided that Maria
Williams should take paid leave pending
an independent investigation into the col-
lege’s leadership and management.

The action was taken after an Ofsted
inspection - not yet published - that is
expected to report that standards at the
college are “inadequate”.

A second report, commissioned by Bex-
ley Local Education Authority, highlighted
poor attendance and punctuality, a lack of
clear policies and proper guidance for staff
and poor accommodation and equipment.

According to a report in the Times Edu-

cational Supplement, staff and students
have complained that Mrs Williams has
placed too much emphasis on religion at
the college at the expense of other aca-
demic subjects.

But Fr Tim Finigan, chairman of the col-
lege’s governors, said in a statement that
some recent press coverage had “rather
misunderstood the issue surrounding the
Catholic ethos of the school” and that
nobody considered it “too Catholic”.

“There are many very committed Catholic
staff at the college and they support the
Catholic life of the college. Non-Catholic
staff have also been actively involved in its
pastoral and spiritual life,” he said.

Fr Finigan confirmed that the college
was recently inspected by Ofsted and while
the report had not yet been officially pub-
lished, the governors were expecting to be
given a formal “notice to improve”.

MoD protester loses car to bailiffs

Isabel de Bertodano

A CATHOLIC anti-war protester has had his
car seized by bailiffs after he refused to pay a
fine for criminal damage.

Chris Cole, director of the anti-war organ-
isation Fellowship of Reconciliation, was
one of four demonstrators who dug up the
lawn in front of the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) in London in protest at the occupa-

tion of Iraq. He was fined £416 at a trial in
June last year.

He refused to pay and last Friday bailiffs
came to his house with a warrant to confis-
cate his possessions. Mr Cole, 42, who is
married and has three children, refused to
allow them entry.

“They clamped and eventually took away
our family car,” he said. “The bailiffs assured
us that this is not the end of the matter.”

IN BRIEF

School bus protest

Plans by Hertfordshire County Council
to end free transport to faith schools
have been criticised by the Diocese of
Westminster. The plans were approved
at a meeting this week, amid demonstra-
tions by 1,500 people, including the
retired auxiliary bishop James O’Brien.
Paul Barber, director of education at
Westminster, said the diocese would
continue to oppose the plans and was
seeking legal advice.

Middle East appeal

Catholic parishes in England and Wales
are being asked to support an appeal to
provide emergency supplies for those
affected by the conflict in Lebanon and
Gaza. The appeal is being launched by
the Catholic aid agency Cafod, which has
already pledged £100,000 to its local
partners in Lebanon and £25,000 to
those in Gaza.

Organ prodigy to Westminster

A graduate from Manchester University
is to become Westminster Cathedral’s
organ scholar, beating off international
competition for the post. Simon Lloyd,
who graduated this week with a first
class degree in music, is 21 and taught
himself to play the piano when he was
four. He started organ lessons at six, and
has been playing regularly for church
services since he was seven.
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CHAPLAIN
Salary £ 30,242 per annum

and work in parinership with local churches

many through one voice

‘West London YMUCA is a Christian charity putting faith into action,
through suppored housing, children's and youth work,

W are booking for a Chaplain 1o help instil our inclusiee Christian elthos
into all that we do. The Chaplain will coordinate pastoral support
faciltate worship & prayer, promole understanding, celebrate diversity

The location of our work, the users of our programmes & services and
the staff all contribute to this YMCA being diverse and rich in culture
Thus the work of the Chaplain can be comples, invahing a range of
issues, some of which will require thinking "outsite of the box”

We are looking for a gitted communicator with broad theological
fraining and expenience in a church eadership team, who has the
ability and confidence to listen, understand and speak the words of

Closing date: Wednesday 23rd August 2006
1st stage interview: Eth or Tth September 2008

I you are interested in receiving further information about this
role, then please visit our website www.westlondonymca.org
or contact the Recruitment team at: West London YMCA,

45 St Mary's Road, Ealing, London W5 5RG, 020 B832 1590 i
or send an email to recruitment@londonymca.org |
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WORKSHOPS

ADVANCED ENNEAGRAM
2x one-day workshops
29 July and/ or 19 August .

At Emmaus Centre, Gateshead.
Opposite bus/metro station; one stop from
Newcastle central station.
www.veronicawhitty.co.uk
email:veronicawhitty@hotmail.com
Tel: 0191 209 3323

SABBATICALS

Classified =
- Formation Consultation
Advertisement Services
Rates We provide unique, flexible and

holistic sabbatical programs within a
nurturing small community
atmosphere. Programs are tailored
specifically to each participant’s
needs. Program details are located on
our website which also offers a helpful
selection of articles on formation for
free downloading. USA 508-234-6540

Box No: £3.00. formation@fcs-bilotta.com
1 O % Series www.fes-bilotta.com
' discount with 10
| . . PROPERT_Y TO SELL? H_ave you property
| |nsert|0nS to sell, which may be of interest to fellow

readers - e.g. in the location of a school,
church or religious foundation? If so, then
why not advertise in our classified column?
A simple advertisement yields surprising

pOSt Monday results. For more details, please contact:
| . The Advertisement Department,
precedlng THE TABLET, 1 King Street Cloisters,

Clifton Walk,
Tel: 020 8748 8484

London W6 0QZ.
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

HOTELS

FOR SALE

WANTED

PEACEFUL, private accommodation for
holiday, retreat, or rest for Priests and
Religious in lovely Windsor country.
Cottages for 1-6 people, every
convenience. Near Heathrow and Henley.
Apply: St John’s Convent, Kiln Green,
Reading RG10 9XP. Tel: 0118 940 2964.

‘GOOSEYFE’

Tiny, self catering annexe to fishing
cottage on quay, Wells-next-the-sea,
North Norfolk. Sea view, Walsingham

close. Sleeps one or two.
Inspiring Retreat or Rest.
Enquiries tel: 01328 710995

Explore Prague.

City of architecture, art, music, cheap
public transport and restaurant meals little
dearer than self-catering. Newly
refurbished apartment in quiet residential
area 3 metro stops from centre. Sleeps 2-
4. From £45 per night. Tel: 01483 568980

Elizabeth Hotel, London SW1
Comfortable single, double, twin and
family rooms at moderate prices. Situated
in Eccleston Square, close to
Westminster. Call for our brochure or visit
www.elizabethhotel.com
Telephone: 020 7828 6812

DRISCOLL HOUSE HOTEL

200 rooms
£150 per week or
£30 per day,
partial board
Apply
172 New Kent Road,
London SE14YT

Tel: 020 7703 4175

Fax: 020 7703 8013

PERSONAL

DEATH NOTICE

@friendsﬁrst

A PIROVET Wiy
to et Chaistians of all ages for
Irendihip and pobential relaticnabig

“A highly supportive
and perionaliied wrvicoe™

PO Box 8377 Bemingham BT 9TE

0121 427 1286

wwhw.friends1st.co.uk

SKINNER. PEGGY,
died suddenly at home in Chatham,
Kent on 8 July 2006 aged 85 years.
Mother, grandmother and
great grandmother. She will be
sadly missed by her family and
friends. Peggy lived her life to
the full and will now rest in peace
with her beloved husband Charles
and son Timothy.

WHEN REPLYING to box numbers

please address the letter as follows

Box No., The Tablet, 1 King Street
Cloisters, Clifton Walk, London W6 0QZ

DOMED BRASS TABERNACLE,
newly lacquered. For photographs please
email jpwilson18978@hotmail.com or
telephone 01294 552276. Valued at
£2.,300, will sell for £800 or nearest offer.
Can deliver for £40 anywhere in UK.

WANTED
Large wardrobes, bookcases, tables
and chairs, desks and cabinets.
House clearances undertaken.
All rubbish cleared. Cash paid.
Barbican Furniture Company
Tel:020 8677 9477

BOOKS

GOOD PRICES PAID
for academic and scholarly h.b.s. on Ecclesiology,
Hagiography, Church and Secular History,
Literature, Art, Chesterbelloc, Newman and Knox
much loved. Will collect. Come and browse. John
Thornton, 455 Fulham Road, London SW10 9UZ

Tel: 020 7352 8810

SOCIETIES SITUATIONS VACANT
. CONVENT CHAPLAIN
Do you value traditional REQUIRED - SEPTEMBER 2006.
church services where
the Book of Common Felixstowe, Suffolk; a chaplain is

Prayer is used?

Help keep these services in regular use by
joining the Society. For more information
contacc www.prayerbook.org.uk
or 01380 870 384

Registered Charity No. 1099295
Company Limited by Guarantee 4786973

TABLET BINDERS
Please note that
binders are currently

out of stock

required for a retirement community of
18-20 sisters in this busy seaside town.
The convent is within walking distance
of the town centre and the sea; the
community contributes to the activities
of'the local parishes. There is a fully
independent chaplain’s apartment.

In recent years the post has been taken
by a recently retired priest, but it is also
suitable for a someone engaged in
study or writing.

For further information please contact,
by letter or email only, Sr Joan Hunter
at the Convent of Jesus and Mary,
63 Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7PP;
joanhunter@talk21.com
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United Kingdom
Irish Republic
Airmail-Europe
Airmail-Worldwide
(inc. USA/Can)

Fax: +44 (0) 1858 469804

Subscription rates for 1 year

All subscriptions enquiries

£87 should be sent to:
€140/£94.90
€145/£98.30 TABLET SUBSCRIPTIONS

£112.50/US$198 ;
AUS$267 Tower House, Lathkill Street

USA and Canada Airspeed US$154
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Email: tablet@subscription.co.uk
Please allow fourteen days for the processing of your order

Market Harborough
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Yes, please send me a subscription for 1 year (51 issues)
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[ I wish to pay by Direct Debit
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Please fill in the whole form using a ballpoint pen:

DIRECT
Debit

Bank/ Building Society account no

To: The Manager
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Name and full postal address of Bank or Building Society __

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society. Please pay The Tablet
Direct Debits from the account detailed in this Instruction subject to the
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. | understand that this
Instruction may remain with The Tablet and if so details will be passed

electronically to my Bank/ Building Society.

Signature
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Number

930159

Date

[J Cheque enclosed payable to The Tablet or [] please debit my:
Visa/MasterCard/ Amex/Switch/Maestro for the sum of £
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Signed:

The Direct Debit Guarantee. This Guarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Societies that take
part in the Direct Debit scheme. The efficiency and security of the Scheme is monitored and protected
by your own Bank or Building Society. If the amounts to be paid or the payment dates change The
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